
Bell Ringers’ Q.I. 

Four (Quite Interesting) Things about 

Tiverton, St Peter’s



4 Things you may not know:

•1. The Night the Sky Fell in, 20 Nov 1864

•2. Colonel “Mustard” and the Rounds Ringers

•3. Curious Case of the Missing Tiverton Two

•4. “Here’s to the Ladies – God Bless’em!”



1. The Night the Sky Fell in, 20 Nov 1864

What happened?





Parlous state of 

St Peter’s Bells

• Source (right):

Tiverton Gazette -

24 Jan 1865

• Source (Previous):
W. Somerset Free Press-

3 Dec 1864



Parlous state of St Peter’s Bells

• In 1867 the 7th bell cracked – the rounds ringers blamed the method 
ringers and the method ringers claimed that the bells were over-
clappered and they had warned of the consequences.

• In 1868 – Enter Colonel “Mustard”.



Colonel “Mustard” & the Rounds Ringers

Who was Colonel “Mustard”?



Colonel Charles Acland Williams Troyte



Colonel Charles Troyte

• President of the St Peter’s Society of C. R., established Nov. 1867

• First President of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers 1874 - 1883

• Squire of Huntsham Court

• Author of “Change Ringing” which was published in 1869 and went to 
four editions, remaining in print until at least until 1938

• Paid to augment Huntsham bells to 6 in 1866 and to 8 in 1874

• Arranged to have the cracked 7th at St Peter’s recast, the belfry put 
into good order and took charge of ringing at St Peter’s



Colonel “Mustard” & the Rounds Ringers

ST. PETER’S SOCIETY OF CHANGE RINGERS

Notice is hereby given, that whereas, the Rectors and Churchwardens 
of Tiverton have, under certain conditions, given the whole and sole 
charge of, and power over, the Bells and Bell-chambers of St. Peter’s 
Church, to the above society, all Ringing done in St. Peter’s Tower is 
now under the direction and control of the St. Peter’s Society of 
Change Ringers, and its officers ONLY are authorised to receive the fees 
payable. No one is entitled to ask for, or accept any gratuity on account 
of Ringing. [Scale of fees follows]

Advert in Tiverton Gazette 17 Nov 1868

See Ringing Round Devon Dec 2017



Curious Case of the Missing Tiverton Two

Who or what were the “Missing Two”?



The Present 7th at St 
Peter’s

The rehanging of St Peter’s in 
1923 was not straight forward –
as the volume of letters in the 
Taylor’s archive shows!

Taylor’s suggested making 
provision in the frame for 10 
(Tiverton should be as good as 
Cullompton John Taylor 
claimed), but the Rector rejected 
the idea. 



Missing Two – the Bellhanger panics!



Missing Two – the Bellhanger panics!



The Rector says “No”!



One mystery solved. How they got them out!



A Ten for Tiverton?



A Ten for Tiverton?



Here’s to the Ladies – God Bless’em!”

Guild Report, 1903: Guild Report, 1904:



The Tiverton Ladies Band

• Attracted national attention – reported as far away as Lincolnshire, 
Nottingham and Edinburgh

• 8 ladies listed in 1904 report, but by 1908 only 4 remained at Tiverton

• By 1911 there were no women listed for Tiverton

So what happened to the Tiverton ladies?



The Tiverton Ladies Band

We are indebted to Janet Ritterman for an answer to that question. 
Using Census and other information she has discovered that:

• All came from educated, middle class backgrounds, the daughters of 
clergy, army officers and a physician.

• Two trained as nurses in London

• One became Librarian and English Tutor at St Hilda’s, Oxford

• Others married and moved away

See “When the ladies joined in …” in Ringing Round Devon, 107, Sep 17



First South West Peal by a Lady



Another Notable Peal – the Grater family



List of Sources Consulted
• Research resources will vary from tower to tower, but those used for 

Tiverton St Peter are typical for what might be available.

• STARTING POINTS
• Scott, John, Mack, Frank & Clarke, James Towers & Bells of Devon 2 vols, 2007

Gives key dates and historical information often drawing on Churchwarden’s Accounts

• Guild of Devonshire Ringers Annual Reports 1874 –

Guild Library has the full set with a few gaps for early years. WW1 & WW2 years available on-line. Lists members 
tower by tower. 

• Church Histories & Guides
Example: Chalk, E.S. History of the Church of St Peter’s, Tiverton 1905. Includes selective listing of bell work 
and payments to ringers from Churchwarden Accounts 1607 – 1852

• Tower memorabilia
Minute books, peal boards and records, photographs, certificates



Sources Consulted & Possible Sources

• PRIMARY SOURCES – NEWSPAPERS AND JOURNALS
• Local Newspapers. Especially useful for 19th C onwards, but some from 18th

Example: The Tiverton Gazette from 1854 to date. Some years on British Newspaper Archive. Full microfilm runs in 
Tiverton  Library, Tiverton Museum and West Country Studies Library (Devon Heritage Centre) Exeter.  Near 
verbatim reports of meetings in 1850s – 1890s.

Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post  was published from 1763 to 1917 (1800 – 1900 is on B.N.A.)

• Order & Disorder (Wratten & Eisel). 5 vols of newspaper extracts on bells and 
ringing. 

In the Guild Library – there is a consolidated Devon Index on the Guild website.

• Ringing Journals – available on the CC Library website
Church Bells 1870 – 1906

Bell News 1881 - 1915

The Ringing World 1911 – 1970. (More recent issues available in the Guild Library on DVD ROM)



Sources Consulted & Possible Sources

• PRIMARY SOURCES - BELL FOUNDRY & BELLHANGER’S RECORDS
Taylor’s Archive, Loughborough (http://taylorbells.co.uk/history/taylors-foundry-archives/) . Example: Extensive files of 
correspondence and other records relating to Tiverton.

Whitechapel Bell Foundry Archive has been taken over by the London Metropolitan Archives and will be fully available 
in 2021. See: https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/the-
collections/Pages/whitechapel-bell-foundry-cataloguing.aspx

• PRIMARY SOURCES – BELFRY RECORDS & MEMORABILIA
Minute Books, Ringing Records, Photographs etc. Search those belfry cupboards, drawers and shelves!

http://taylorbells.co.uk/history/taylors-foundry-archives/
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/the-collections/Pages/whitechapel-bell-foundry-cataloguing.aspx


Sources Consulted & Possible Sources

• SECONDARY SOURCES

Towers & Bells of Devon as above

Scott, John Devon Bellringing 1874 – 1974: A history of the G.D.R.

Eisel, John Early scientific change ringing in Devon. Series of 11 articles in 
The Ringing World, May – Oct 2017

Eisel, John Musings on call changes in Devon - and beyond. Series of 8 
articles in The Ringing World, April – May 2019


