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Guild Information
Devon Bellringers’ Carol Service

Saturday 11 December, 5.45pm
All ringers in Devon and friends of Devon ringers are invited to join
together at a virtual Carol Service using the Zoom joining details below.
The service will be preceded with a presentation by the Trustees of the
Devon Church Bell Restoration Fund illustrating projects supported by the
Fund.

The choir of St Michael's, Kingsteignton will lead us in the singing of
the carols and invited members from both the Association and Guild will
read the lessons for us.

You may also wish to make a contribution to support the work of the
DCBRF in lieu of a retiring collection. To join the Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84640372426?pwd=SC9PNTBsdG9kSGROZ
lBLRzE5QmJKZz09
Meeting ID: 846 4037 2426
Passcode: 994259 John Martin

Subscription Information
Updated information about the Guild membership subscription for 2022
is now available on the website:
https://devonringers.org.uk/guild/guild-membership-subscription-form

On this webpage you will find information about the benefits you
receive as a Guild member and why all members are being requested to
complete or update a membership subscription form.

You will also find a link to the 2022 Guild subscription form which this
year is being made available online to be completed and submitted from
any computer, tablet or mobile phone.

A paper form is available on request for completion by those members
who have no access to be able to complete the online version.

If you complete a paper form you will need to return the completed
form either to your Branch Secretary or directly to the Guild Secretary
using the details provided on the form and your subscription payment to
your Branch Treasurer.

As agreed at the Guild AGM, the subscription for 2022 will be £10.
Forms and payments should be submitted by 31 March 2022 at the latest.

John Martin, Guild Secretary

Devon Church Bell Restoration Fund
Our first piece of news is that we were able to meet in person for the first
time in two years with our November meeting taking place at the home
of Brian Drake in North Tawton. As ever we were really well looked after
during the two hours that these meetings invariably take.

This year has seen one major change with James Clarke retiring as the
DAC Consultant for Bells and Clocks and being succeeded by David Hird.
As our rules state that the DAC Consultant is the Chair of the DCBRF David
found himself being  ‘helicoptered’ into the middle of the bell fund. The
meeting in November was his first face to face and despite his opening
remarks of surprise to find himself in this position he chaired an excellent
meeting, showing his vast knowledge of all things bells as well as his
thoughts on succession planning for bell inspections, maintenance and
restoration over the coming years.

As expected, our income so far in 2021 is little more than half of what
it has been in recent years. Our investments have recovered well in the
last 12 months but due to all sorts of market issues, the income received
is less than we have become used to. However, it still makes up at least
50% of the income received during the year.
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We currently have committed funds of £52,950, leaving us just under
£10,000 of liquid assets for new requests. Below are details of the grants
agreed during 2021 and as you can see even giving just 10% towards the
overall cost of a scheme of work can run into several thousands of
pounds.

The DCBRF Trustees are aware of possible new projects coming to the
fore in the next couple of years that are likely to cost something in the
region of £400,000. If we are to continue to give 10% towards these
projects, we must continue to raise money. Easy ways to give to the fund
include switching your online shopping to Smile.Amazon and the Charities
Aid Foundation giving page (red button below). Full details of both can
be found on the DCBRF page of the Guild website: Devon Church Bell
Restoration Fund - Guild of Devonshire Ringers (devonringers.org.uk) 

Use this button to make a donation direct to the DCBRF.

Click on the above logo to find out how to donate to the DCBRF whilst you make
purchases on Amazon.

Applications for Grants - March 2021
Axminster - A revised application was received for overhauling the
bearings, re-profiling the clappers and replacing hinge-pins and bushes,
new cast nylon pulley sheaves for the third and tenor bells, and new
runner boards for the treble, second and third. (A grant of £700 had been
offered in 2016 for similar work, though this was never carried out.) A
grant of £950 was agreed for the revised work.
Bigbury - A grant of £6,250 was agreed towards a complete rehang of the
six bells in the existing frame, but on completely new and re-positioned
supporting grillages.

November 2021
Ilfracombe, Ss Philip & James - A grant of £5,300 was agreed towards
rehanging the eight bells with new or refurbished fittings in the existing
strengthened bell-frames, new steel support beams being provided for
the upper frame; also the weather-proofing of the sound-exit louvres.
Hatherleigh - A grant of £8,100 was agreed towards rehanging the eight
bells with mainly new fittings in a new steel frame. A new ringing floor,
accessible from the existing stairway, will be provided some 11 feet higher
in the tower as part of a major church re-ordering scheme.
Total agreed = £20,600

Grants Paid to date in 2021
Ermington - £1,200. Work carried out included investigating the sub-
frame and repairing where necessary, also cleaning down, de-scaling and
painting all ironwork of the frame and fittings.
Shaugh Prior - £900. Work carried out included cleaning down and
repainting the bell and sub-frames, dismantling and galvanising some of
the steels, refurbishing the clappers and repairing a cracked bell pad.
Pilton - £3,000. Cleaning down and repainting the bell-frame and support
grillage, repairs to the treble, seventh and tenor clappers, removal of old
crown staple stumps, servicing of bearings, sliders and runner boards and
turning the second and fourth bells.

Dunkeswell - £1,900. The beam ends of the frame foundation were
descaled, treated and painted, new padstones inserted, a new access
staircase to the ringing chamber was built and access to the bell chamber
was replaced, insulation between bell chamber and ringing chamber
improved.
Axminster - £950. See above for work completed.
Total paid = £7,950
As we approach our 50th anniversary early next year, the fund has now
given over £326,000 through 282 grants to churches in Devon. Definitely
something to celebrate!

Janet Deem

Guild Library Update
Library Opening

Opening of the Guild Library for member visits resumed in July and future
openings, subject to any COVID restrictions, are planned for the morning
of Saturday 15 January and the afternoons of 19 February and 19 March.
Further sessions will be offered during the coming year, although dates
and times will be varied to avoid clashing with Easter and major Guild
events. Details of timings will be published on the Guild website.

Enquiries
Although the library was not open at St Petrock’s for half of the year, we
continued to deal with enquiries. Members unable to visit but seeking
information or wishing to borrow items for home reading may contact
the Librarian (librarian@devonringers.org.uk). Postal loans are
possible for some items.

Recent Additions to the Library
Other items we have acquired in the last year include: 
Cressy, David: Bonfires and bells: National memory and the Protestant
calendar in Elizabethan and Stuart England. (Sutton Publishing, 1989)

Describes how bells were used in national and local celebrations and
to mark major events in Tudor and Stuart times. There are a number
of Devon references in his study of churchwardens’ accounts.

Gates, Mike (Ed.) Ellacombe chimes: Commemorative book of the
bicentenary, 1821–2021. (Bitton Parish History Group, 2021)

A brief biography of Henry Ellacombe, a prime mover in the belfry
reform movement, founder member of our Guild and Vicar of Clyst
St George 1850–1885. Most of the book is given over to a directory
of the survivng installations of Ellacombe chimes around the world.

The Ringing World The little purple ringing book. (RW, 2021)
A pocket reference book of method blue lines intended to provide a
developing ringer with pathways from Minimus and Doubles into
eight and ten bell ringing. Covers calling touches as well as ringing the
methods. Part of the ‘Learner’s Library’ travelling collection.

Les Boyce

E.V. Cox’s Postcard Album

Preb E.V. Cox

https://devonringers.org.uk/guild/dcbrf
https://devonringers.org.uk/guild/devon-church-bell-restoration-fund
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/15245#!/DonationDetails


We were pleased when Rosamond Daly got in touch with the Guild
offering to donate a postcard album previously belonging to her great
uncle, Prebendary Ernest Vyvyan Cox. Inscribed ‘Views of towers in which
I have rung. Ernest V. Cox’, the album contains postcards and photographs
of churches across the country, and some have messages and postmarks
on their reverse. E.V. Cox was the Guild’s President from 1934 to 1961
and had previously been Guild Secretary, chairman of Exeter Branch and
the first secretary and treasurer of the newly-formed North East Branch.
Naturally, we were pleased to accept the offer and are grateful to
Rosamond and her brother for the generous gift.

E.V. Cox’s postcard album

Guild Six Bell Competition 
Saturday 16 October

Laira church, Plymouth

During the afternoon members were also offered the chance to develop
listening skills and find out about what is involved in judging a striking
contest.

We were delighted that Tim Bayton (Guild Education Officer) agreed
to facilitate this opportunity, which begun with an introductory talk. Tim
described some things you might listen for, offered tips on making
constructive observations, and introduced various systems you might
employ to assess the accuracy of the striking.

There was then the opportunity to listen to performances of the teams
competing in the inter-tower striking contest for the JP Fidler Cup, and to
have a go at marking and taking notes on them - with no pressure. In a
relaxed and sociable format, members of competing teams were also able
to have a go at assessing one another’s performances and reviewing their
own.

Results:
1st Exeter Cathedral (10.5 faults)
2nd Tavistock (12.25 faults)
3rd Emmanuel, Plymouth (48 faults)
4th Tiverton, St Peter (52 faults)
5th Withycombe Raleigh (59 faults)

The winning team from Exeter Cathedral
John Martin

Guild General Committee Meeting
The members of the general committee have been polled to see if they
would like to meet in person at Newton St Cyres village hall in January or
would prefer to meet virtually using Zoom. The majority came down in
favour of a virtual meeting.

So I can now confirm that we will be meeting virtually via the Zoom
teleconferencing service on Saturday 15 January. Further details are to
follow.

John Martin

Obituaries
Gwen Farmer

I was sad to notice that Gwen died recently. Gwen, her husband David
and daughter Diana were mainstays of the Offwell band for many years.
David was the village carpenter and undertaker and they lived in the
cottage opposite the drive to Offwell House which is still called
‘Carpenters’. David made the ‘sputnik’ on which the bell ropes hang when
not in use. He was tower captain until 1990 when he handed over to the
late John Seymour. 

Gwendolyn Hayman married David Farmer in 1958 and Peter was born
in 1963 and Diana in 1965. The family moved to Feniton in early 1991 and
David died a few years ago. Now we have also lost Gwen, who had been
poorly for some time. 

John Tristram, Offwell

Geoff Williamson
You will have seen the sad news that Geoff died in September. There was
a good ringing presence at his funeral and the eight bells at Ipplepen were
rung before the service to call changes. Also, as it was something Geoff



had been working on, a well struck 120 of Plain Bob Doubles was rung as
well. Geoff took up ringing quite late in life, but it was obvious that it was
something that gave him great pleasure. He rang at several local towers
and was a regular at the practices at Upton, Kingskerswell, Ipplepen and
Berry Pomeroy. He also rang at Coffinswell on Sunday mornings. Ringers
from all these towers were present at his funeral.

A quarter peal mentioned later at Kingskerswell was rung in his
memory as well as a handbell quarter peal in Paignton:

Paignton, Devon, 65 Winsu Avenue
Thursday, 16 September 2021 in 31m
1260 Plain Bob Minor
1–2    Martin G Mansley 5–6    Michael H Tompsett (C)
3–4    Peter L Bill
Rung in Memory of Geoff Williamson ringer at Upton and regular visitor
to Berry Pomeroy. RIP

Martin Mansley

Neville Wright
Sad news I’m afraid, but I have been informed that Neville passed away
at the beginning of October.

Neville was tower captain at Littleham for many years and also a
supportive member of the Aylesbeare Branch, coming to branch practices
and meetings.

A private cremation was followed by a memorial service on Saturday
23 October at Holy Trinity church, Exmouth.

John Martin, Guild Secretary

East Devon Branch
Kilmington Tower Open Morning

During the early hours of October 30 with the rain and wind lashing
against the bedroom window I was wishing we had not organised for folk
to visit the church tower and ROOF! and hear about bellringing.

Well, it could not have been a lovelier morning, no wind, no rain and
plenty of sunshine so a steady stream of visitors climbed the 58 steps
onto the roof to enjoy the panoramic view, stopping off in the ringing,
clock and bell chambers en route. Local bellringers and a few other
helpers were on hand to explain about our bells, the chiming system, the
clock and much more. Hot drinks and cakes were eagerly enjoyed whilst
watching a video, viewing the excellent display boards and reading a Short
History of St. Giles’ Church Bells written by Richard Norman.

It is a while since an open tower event has been held in the village and
with several new residents it seemed like a good opportunity. During
lockdown we have used the Ellacombe chiming system quite a bit and
folk were also interested to see how it worked. We had three people
showing interest in learning more and one has already started his journey
to becoming a bellringer. We hope to start the others once the Christmas
rush is over.

Many thanks to Brenda for delivering the display boards after the
Dunkeswell open day, which I am now storing ready for the next time they
are needed. If you haven’t used them before they are very easy to
transport and set up, have a good selection of photos and information
and you can add your own information, as we did, to personalise them
to your event.

The view from the roof of the tower

Celia Dunsford, Tower Captain

Surprise Minor practices at Offwell
A small group of local ringers has started up a ringing practice for Surprise
Minor methods, 7.30-9pm, which we hope to do on a fortnightly basis,
starting on 15 November.

At present we are ringing Cambridge and Norwich, and for the future
we hope to go beyond these two methods.

If you want to practise your Surprise Minor methods you would be
most welcome to join us. We are currently a small band of 8.

Maureen Davey (maureendavey@btinternet.com)

Girl Power is Back
To be strictly accurate I don’t think it ever went away, but Covid
restrictions had a severe impact on the activities of the East Devon Ladies
Group of Ringers. With the lifting of restrictions the first Group meeting
for nearly two years was held on 13 October with ringing at Seaton and
at Colyton. The half day meeting followed the usual format of ringing to
suit all abilities for an hour on Seaton’s comfortable eight bells before an
extensive coffee break and then moving on to the next tower at Colyton.
Here the weight of the back bells, particularly, posed more of a challenge,
which was superbly met by the more experienced ladies present. The
day’s ringing encompassed rounds and call changes, through Plain Hunt
and Grandsire, making full use of two lovely sounding peals of eight. The
photo shows the group enjoying their mid-morning break in the autumn
sunshine overlooking the river at Colyton.

Kathy, Sue, Lisa, Trish, Anne, Maureen, Wendy, Anne, Judith, Lesley, Ruth, Delie
Trevor Hitchcock



Accidents will happen
Sadly accidents do happen. Perhaps the East Devon Branch has been
particularly unlucky during the Covid period or perhaps with no ringing,
members have been trying out new activities with unfortunate results.
Whichever it is, in the recent past we have had three broken wrists, two
hand injuries, two cataract operations, a broken foot, a hernia, a knee
replacement, a shoulder injury and arthritis to deal with as well as at least
three bouts of Covid. Looking at that you might be forgiven for thinking
that ringing is a dangerous hobby. It’s not! Not one of these problems
was a direct result of ringing, in fact DIY was a major cause; you’re advised
to leave such things to the professionals, and that will give you more time
for ringing. Most of the victims are now fit again though there are a
couple who have had to call it a day as far as ringing is concerned. Now,
where are their replacements coming from? As an aside, trips and falls
were a big culprit - are you sure that your tower has done everything
possible to minimise that risk?

Trevor Hitchcock

Exeter Branch
Exeter Branch AGM at Lapford

On Saturday 20 November, 25 members and friends met at St Thomas of
Canterbury church in Lapford for the Branch’s AGM. We started at 2pm
with ringing on the ground floor ring of six bells, which included touches
of Grandsire Doubles, Plain Bob Minor and Cambridge Minor, and our
thanks go to Peter Richards for running this ringing. While waiting for a
turn to ring and in the short time before the AGM we were treated to a
large selection of delicious cakes and a cup of tea to warm us through.
Thank you to the local ringers for hosting the event and making us so
welcome.

The meeting started at 3:15pm and all committee positions were filled
with the exception of the Bells Advisor, Publicity Officer and Deputy
Ringing Master. However, I am pleased to report that Michael Cannon
was subsequently elected to the position of Bells Advisor. The 2022
committee now stands as Richard Johnson (Chair), Peter Richards (Ringing
Master), Steph Hills (Treasurer), Rob and Lucy Neal (Secretaries), Alice
Holden (Education Officer), Wendy Gill (GDR General Committee
Member) and Michael Cannon (Bells Advisor).

We ended with a church service, which we were fortunate enough to
have led by Lesley Phillips-Cannon. Lesley is a licensed Lay Minister and
although not a ringer herself, is well known to many through her husband,
Michael Cannon, a member of the Heavitree band. The service included
organ playing by Amy Hurlock and handbell ringing from Ian Campbell,
Alice Holden, Peter Richards, Andrew Digby and Mike Wigney.

Following the service, several members headed on to Exeter Cathedral
for the monthly open practice. This finished off a very enjoyable
afternoon which had contributions from many people. Thank you to
everyone for coming.

Tea and cake,
served by the
Lapford ringers

Our Lay Minister, 
Lesley Phillips-Cannon

Our organist, Amy
Hurlock

The handbell ringers

Ringing before the
meeting

Lapford church

Enjoying a tea and cake
break before the meeting

Closeup of knitted
poppies at Lapford church

Rob Neal (Branch Secretary)



News from Exeter Cathedral
From Cathedral News
Peal board dedicated

To a bellringer the word ‘PEAL’ has two distinct meanings. Firstly to denote
a set of ringing bells such as we have in the south tower, one of the
heaviest and most impressive in the world. Secondly it has come to
denote the act of ringing a set of changes as a performance, specifically
when those changes exceed 5000 in number. On the heavy bells at the
Cathedral this performance can often take in excess of four hours, and in
many cases is rung to mark a special event or anniversary. These
performances are often recorded on a plaque in the ringing chamber,
which is known as a peal board, and we already have about 25 of these
suitably placed on our walls.

Our newest peal board arrived during lockdown and gives the details
of the peal in 2019 rung to commemorate the 650th anniversary of the
death of Bishop John de Grandisson. He was Bishop from 1327 to 1369
and donated our heaviest bell (known as the tenor bell) although this has
subsequently been recast three times, most recently at the Loughborough
Bell Foundry of John Taylor and Co in 1902. The peal board was made by
a member of the Cathedral Society of Ringers, John Hill, who prepared
the board before sending it off to a specialist sign writer for the addition
of the text and the Diocesan Shield.

John has made three other boards for us in the past and his
woodworking skills also include the fine oak cabinet which houses our
peal book, recording all the peals rung at the Cathedral. John is a long-
standing member of the ringing team, and his memory goes back to first
ringing at Exeter Cathedral as a student in 1951, before subsequently
joining the Society of Ringers on his retirement to the West Country in
1994.

The Precentor with John Hill and the new peal board

The first opportunity to dedicate our new peal board was on 13 October,
when we traditionally ring to mark the Feast of St Edward the Confessor,
who founded the Cathedral in 1050. We were joined by the Precentor,
who said a few words before leading a short service to dedicate our new
acquisition.

This continues our gradual return to ringing after the lockdowns. We
are ringing for services and practices where we can, although our
numbers are still limited. Some of our ringers are finding it difficult to
return at present because of the circumstances of the pandemic, but we
hope the sound of the bells ringing out over the city does indicate a return
to some level of normality.

Competition Success
On Saturday 16 October, six members of the Cathedral band travelled to
Plymouth to take part in a ringing competition. There were four teams
from other churches across Devon, each team ringing 240 changes (about
10 minutes) of a method on six bells. Each piece was judged by a ringer
who was sitting outside, listening without knowing who was inside doing
the ringing. It was a very tight result; the Exeter Cathedral team was
declared the winner with 10.5 faults closely followed by Tavistock with
12.5 faults.

Deputy Ringing Master, Paul Pascoe, collecting the trophy and certificate
Peter Bill & Matthew Hilling, Secretary & Ringing Master

More of the assembled company



Broken Clapper
Two leads into a quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Maximus on 26
September the 11th clapper ball parted from the clapper shaft. On
investigation there was a clean break in the metal where one of the bolts
joins the ball to the wooden shaft.

The old (pre-wooden) clapper had been kept so was fitted over the
weekend in preparation for the next ringing session. A replacement ball
was manufactured by the bell hangers and the clapper was refixed a few
weeks later.

The broken clapper ball

The repaired clapper
Ian Campbell

Exeter Cathedral Bells ring for COP26:
Climate Change

When were requested by the Dean of Exeter if we could join in with the
‘Ring Out for Climate Change’ on the eve of the COP 26 Glasgow summit
it was asked if we could NOT ring our normal joyous sound but perhaps
ring in a way that would symbolise the potential danger that climate
change is causing throughout our planet. Our Precentor suggested that
the random chaotic sounds such as you might hear from bells on the

continent might be appropriate (although our Veronese friends might not
agree with that definition). 

This proved to be not as easy as it looks but the ringers assembled at
6.00pm on Saturday 30 October and gave it their best shot. The six bells
that needed raising were done in a random manner and then other bells
joined in again in an apparently haphazard way although orchestrated by
our tower captain, maestro Matt Hilling. This was then followed by firing
all twelve bells simultaneously, interspersed with rounds, which would
indicate a warning to the population that things were happening that
need to be addressed. 

The haunting sound of ‘Whole Pull and Stand’ proved to be the most
effective in terms of signifying the danger that is awaiting the planet but
this also proved the most difficult of our ringing from a physical and
technical point of view. After five minutes even the ringers of the little
bells found their arms were being pulled from their shoulder sockets.

A similar haunting result was also produced from the sound of
Grandsire Caters on the minor ten and we did try rounds on all fourteen
bells but I think this was a step too far for the ears of the average bell
ringer. We finished up with two courses of Stedman Cinques in our normal
way to indicate that it is possible to resolve these issues if everyone puts
their mind to it. 

One never knows when one is ringing just who might be listening and
whether our ringing does have an effect on the population outside the
tower so it was pleasing for our tower captain to receive the following
email a few days later.

Dear Tower Captain and Bell Ringers of Exeter Cathedral, 
Thank you so much for the symphony of bell ringing you gave us

yesterday evening. The thoughtfulness, symbolism and variety in your
ringing enabled worship outside.

About 14 members of Exeter Quakers and Sustainable Crediton
gathered in a large circle around candles in jam jars across the cobbles
from the west door at 6pm. We worshipped silently until the bells began
and then continued with more worship as we listened. Several members
of the public joined us for a while, and people spoke movingly (we call it
ministry) until a little after 6.45pm in time for the bus back to Crediton.

My brother, Edward Gildea, led the campaign Ring out for Climate!
which has been widely supported, especially by cathedrals. It meant a
great deal to me that Exeter Cathedral took part. We are praying for
COP26 in every way we can and your ringing, and our worship together
outside as we listened yesterday evening, was unforgettable. Thank you. 

In Friendship, 
Laura Conyngham, Assistant Clerk of Exeter Quaker Meeting
It was good to know that our ringing was appreciated and the

‘cacophony of sound’ as suggested by the Precentor had the required
impact on those listening.
Cathedral Church of St Peter
Saturday, 30 October 2021 in 60m
Various Including Tolling and Firing
Tolling, chaotic ringing, firing, whole pull and stand, Grandsire Caters on
the minor 10, rounds on 14, Stedman Cinques
1 Andrew Digby 7     Ian Campbell
2 Steph Hills 8     John Martin
3 Peter Bill 9     Richard Harrison
4 Lynne Hughes 10   Andy Mead
5 James Kirkcaldy 11   Matthew Hilling
6 Oliver Coldrick 12   David Hird
Rung on the eve of the COP26 summit.
Also ringing were Thomas Coldrick and Wendy Campbell.

Peter Bill, Exeter Cathedral



Half Muffled ringing at Heavitree
As is becoming a tradition, we rang a half-muffled quarter peal of
Grandsire Triples at Heavitree on the evening of Remembrance Sunday.
The composition seems appropriate as it was one that was composed in
the trenches during World War One.
St Michael and All Angels, Heavitree
Sunday, 14 November 2021 in 55m
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Susan Illing 5    Michael Cannon (C)
2 Lesley Tucker 6    Graham Tucker
3 Neil Williams 7    Ian Campbell
4 Wendy Campbell 8    Rob Neal
Composed by Sgt Albert Wakely whilst serving in the trenches in WW1.
Rung half-muffled on Remembrance Sunday, also marking the centenary
of the Royal British Legion.
It seems to have been well appreciated, at least by one:

Dear Ian
I just wanted to thank you - I was called back into work at the RD&E
hospital late this afternoon/ early evening and when I got out of the
car the Heavitree bells were ringing half muffled as I walked in from
the car park. BEAUTIFUL!!! Very moving and boosted me as I went in.
Thank you to all the ringers.
Wendy Gill

Having rung with the muffles on for the practice on Thursday (11
November) we found out which one was going to come loose (the 6th!)
so it could be refixed before the quarter peal attempt.

L to R: Wendy, Michael, Neil, Graham, Lesley, Ian, Susan, Rob
Ian Campbell

Old bell now visible from Exeter’s
Sidwell Street

During the World War Two blitz one of the casualties was St Sidwell’s
church in Exeter. I remember Fred Wreford telling me how the side of the
tower was blown out and the rest of the tower had to be blown up by
the army, destroying the magnificent ring of ten bells. However one of
them, the ninth, survived and was hung in a metal frame around the back
of the church, which is now a Community Centre. This area is being
developed as the YMCA Exeter’s Sidwell Studios which will provide 26
self-contained studio apartments for young people who have come out
of supported housing and are looking for permanent, affordable homes
and support as needed.

In a move to make space for bike storage for residents of the new
development, on 26 October the bell and its frame was lifted by crane to
the front of the church where it is now visible from Sidwell Street (the
continuation of Exeter High Street).

The old bell from St Sidwell’s in its new location
Ian Campbell

Mid-Devon Branch
Extracts from Tower Talk

Heritage Open Day Kingskerswell
There seems to have been a mixed response to these events this year but
at Kingskerswell it was a very busy day. The church was open from 10.00
am until late afternoon. Over 70 adults signed in at the door and most of
them were accompanied by children. There were several activities laid
on, some of which were aimed specifically at the children, including quiz
sheets of things to spot as they walked round. Of course, one of the main
attractions for the adults was the refreshment area and tea and coffee
were on offer all day along with a wide variety of eatables!

The ringers had the tower open and tours to the roof were very
popular. Interspersed with the tours the bells were regularly rung to
demonstrate our art. A camera in the bell chamber streamed the action
at that level down to the church and ringers were on hand throughout to
explain what was going on.

In the church itself a mobile bell simulator and screen were set up to
explain ringing to those who did not want to climb the stairs. All day there
was an enthusiastic buzz from the visitors who were keen to learn more
about their local church. During the day a group of intrepid walkers had
been journeying from Shaldon. As they neared journeys end at
Kingskerswell the bells were used to good effect to welcome them in.

After all this activity the ringers completed the day with a quarter peal
of Grandsire Triples.

Kingskerswell, Devon, St Mary
Saturday, 11 September 2021 in 45m
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Nicola Jones 5    Robert Brown
2 Don Roberts 6    Martin Mansley
3 Tim King 7    Philip Stevens (C)
4 Wena Mansley 8    David Witchell
Rung at the conclusion of tower open day as part of the Devon Historic
Churches Day. Also in memory of Geoff Williamson, a ringer at this tower,
who died the previous day.



One of the visitors was a professional photographer and we are very
grateful that he has given permission for his superb picture being used
here:

L to R – Philip Stevens, Phil Turner, Liz Stentiford, David Moate, Mo Stevens and
Peter Lister.

The parish was delighted with the great response and we know that the
ringers were tired but happy at the end of a very busy day.

Postscript – we are delighted that several new trainees resulted from
the day and we look forward to hearing of their progress.

Martin Dodd Memorial Ringing Day
– 25 September

The branch was shocked to hear of Martin’s untimely death on Good
Friday. Due to pandemic restrictions only a very limited number were
allowed at the funeral and the planned memorial service also had to be
cancelled. Therefore, it was very pleasing that a ringing day in his memory
finally went ahead and was a great success.

One of Martin’s greatest pleasures in ringing was an outing (often
known as a ‘tower grab’) so it was good that several local towers were
open during the day and ringers could enjoy a variety of bells in just the
way that Martin would have enjoyed. Kingskerswell and Kenn towers
were open in the morning followed by St James Teignmouth. This was
particularly fitting as Martin had worked so hard recently to restore
ringing there following pigeon ingress.

The focus then moved to St Michael’s where a display of photographs
covering Martin’s life had been put together as well as a book stall selling
his wide collection of books in aid of Teignmouth bell fund. Here a service
took place to remember Martin and also to dedicate a plaque in his
memory. One of the old bell wheels has been mounted on a wall at the
base of the tower and on this are fixed memorials to former Teignmouth
ringers. It was very appropriate that Martin’s plaque should be
immediately under the one to his wife, Barbara. Following the service the
bells were put to good use and the cake and refreshment stall were
particularly well patronised.

The theme of an outing continued in the evening when more towers
were open. These included Dawlish, Bishopsteignton, Ideford and
Alphington. Unfortunately not all the bells at Alphington were available
due to a broken stay but good use was made of the other seven.

All in all, it was a superb day celebrating the life of someone who
worked tirelessly for his beloved Teignmouth. Although most of us will

remember his ringing life, he supported many other aspects of life in
Teignmouth, including the work of the RNLI. The one person missing, of
course, was Martin himself. But all of us had the satisfaction of knowing
how much he would have enjoyed it, particularly the fact that his godson
was able to enjoy ringing at most of the open towers. His family had
travelled from Basingstoke to take part.

There is now a big gap in Teignmouth ringing but we know that the
band he worked so hard to maintain will make sure that ringing continues
to thrive there in just the way Martin would wish.

60 years ago
ExTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MID DEVON BRANCH

MEETING 23 SEPTEMBER 1961
The meeting was held at Buckfast Abbey and the minutes (written in the
bold hand of then secretary, Don Roberts) recorded that a record number
(unspecified) rang the bells from 2.00 until 4.00pm and all ringing was on
10 or 12 bells and ‘the standard methods were rung’.

Following a service in the Abbey chapel tea was taken in the ‘Car Park
Café‘ followed by the business meeting. In those days four business
meetings were held every year!

‘Under AOB, Mr Bartlett spoke of his concern for the continued silence
of the fine 8 bells of St Marychurch, Torquay. The meeting then heard
some forthright opinions on the subject. A proposition was made that
the secretary write to the vicar and wardens of St Marychurch for
information concerning intentions for the bells. Carried by 17 votes to 12.
Mr Wheaton suggested that a copy of the letter be sent to the Press, but
no vote was taken on this. It was then agreed that the secretary should
give his draft of the letter to the next meeting’. There is obviously more
to this than could be reported by formal minutes so perhaps we can
persuade Don to give us the juicy details!

What a delight to know that St Marychurch bells would be heard again
and eventually rehung and augmented to 10. It would take another 14
years and a change of incumbent before that happened. That, of course,
is another story!

Ringers moving to the area
One of the unforeseen (by us anyway) products of the lockdown is that
several ringers have moved to the area. We are delighted to welcome
them to our towers and to the branch. If you know of any of these ringers
who would like to receive our emails please encourage them to contact
our secretary, Nigel Birt: middevonsec@devonringers.org.uk.
They will need to give written consent to receive these.

Martin Mansley

North-East Branch
NE Branch contributes to Guild Ringing

Festival
Thank you to all those involved (directly or indirectly) for their
contribution toward the Guild Ringing Festival which, for us as a Branch,
concluded yesterday (Friday 5 November). It has been a testing year
(again) for everyone and so the Ringing Festival this year felt even more
special, bringing together ringers who have not seen one another for a
protracted period. We had a great number of successes this time around
but the key point is we had fun! 

I would like to single out three performances over the period: Elaine
Trump rang her first quarter peal on the treble to Plain Bob Doubles (very
well done!); call changes at Cadeleigh with Moira Bell (who had rung the
tenor for some 20 minutes beforehand), Alec Alsop and Chris Rowe who
ably assisted this performance with an impromptu and very welcomed
visit, and lastly a quarter peal of Kent TB Minor (a first for Tom Mitchell).
A ‘very well done’ to those and equally to all the participants who made
the event possible.

My thanks also go to the tower hosts, the unsung heroes who race
around seeking the necessary permissions in advance to make it all
happen. Without their kind support and assistance, none of it could have
been achieved. Equally as important has been the upkeep of the bells in
the silenced towers during the pandemic. My hats off to all the tower
captains and steeple keepers for their hard work and dedication in
maintaining their towers, facilitating this event in addition to their service
ringing and other events when bells were requested. Without their



valuable input in ensuring the upkeep of these assets, we could quite
easily have found ourselves in a whole different scenario today.

Here is an update of monies raised during the Ringing Festival in aid of
the Devon Church Bell Restoration Fund (DCBRF) and what members
rang:

Quarter peal: Kent TB Minor (a first in method for Tom Mitchell•
on an inside bell [3])
A touch of 360 changes in Plain Bob Doubles•
Quarter peal: Plain Bob Doubles•
60 on 3rds•
Quarter peal: Cambridge S Minor•
Quarter peal: Grandsire Triples•
24 call changes •
Quarter peal: Plain Bob Doubles (a first for Elaine Trump on the•
treble)
Quarter peal: Plain Bob Doubles•

A very well done to all who took part and I hope you all had fun along the
way. 

A total of £200.00 has been raised which will be transferred to the Guild
account. This amount also included a sum from Jenny Jones who
unfortunately could not participate this year. Again, we all wish her a
speedy recovery and return to ringing and a huge thanks for the donation.

I know of at least one other ringer (Sharon Sproat) who kindly donated
to the DCBRF directly through BACS, even though she was unable to take
part in the event this year either. Again, we wish her all our very best and
a quick return to ringing in the not-too-distant future. 

If other branch members have donated directly, then may I take this
opportunity in thanking you for your generosity too.

Mark Heritage, Branch Chair & Treasurer

South-West Branch
Milton Abbot Bell Restoration Project

I would like to publicise a Christmas Carols Service we have planned at
Milton Abbot on Sunday 12 December at 6.30pm, with the retiring
collection going to the bell project.

We have also produced a cookbook in aid of the bell project which 
also has some especially commissioned drawings of the six churches in
our benefice (Milton Abbot, Coryton, Dunterton, Marystowe, Sydenham
Damerel and Lamerton) together with their potted history included. This
is available for £5 from our on-line shop and at various other locations.
Please check out many other items for sale at the on-line shop:
www.milton-abbot-church-pcc.sumup.link. Contact e-mail:
matreasurer@southtamar.church

Grateful thanks go to all the ringers who have supported the project,
and we look forward to welcoming you to the church once we have bells
up and ringing again.

Pat Lovell, Treasurer, Milton Abbot Church and Bell Restoration Project

Spooky Plymouth Youths’ Practice
Ghosts in the Bell Tower

We are delighted that we have been able to run our monthly Modern
Society of Plymouth Youths sessions again. We have been changing things
a little, running some themed practices that have been great fun! On
Sunday 31 October we had a spooky day and evening of ringing. Earlier
in the day a few branch members had taken part in a quarter peal at St
Mary’s, Plympton. About 15 minutes into the quarter the door spookily
creaked open. The ghost was very polite and stayed very quiet and we
scored the quarter, but this set the tone for what would later happen!

We headed for Emmanuel in spooky costume, decorated the tower,
and rung some spooky methods. We included some ringing challenges,
such as replacing ‘bob’ with ‘boo’ and finding spooky combinations of
bells to ring. 

We have been really pleased to welcome some new young ringers to
our area and we are happy that PYs is thriving again! We are practising
on the fourth Sunday of the month, 5 - 6:30pm at Emmanuel when we
are very welcoming to guest ringers!

http://www.milton-abbot-church-pcc.sumup.link


Elena Brake

South West Branch Hosts a Striking
Competition

With ringing back to almost normal we were very pleased to host the
Guild striking competition at Laira this year. The competition was scaled
back somewhat, as was expected, but the turnout was great and it was
fantastic to catch up with friends from across the county and ring together
throughout the afternoon. We were spoilt with cakes, treats, tea and
coffee on tap. 

Many of us also had our first ever attempt at judging striking
competitions. Personally, I had always been interested but never knew
where to start. I was given a piece of paper and told roughly what to do,
but my first question was what should my mark look like? A line? A cross?
A dot? What counts as a full mistake? What’s ‘half’ a mistake? How do
you tell? From what I could gather, it just all ‘depends’!

I had a good go and had wildly different answers to the people around
me, so perhaps I am not quite ready yet. It was however a fascinating
exercise and we are all grateful to Tim Bayton for talking us through it and
for giving us a chance to have a go. I think as a result I have been able to
hear my own striking a lot more clearly which gives me a starting point
to make adjustments where needed.

In the South West Branch, Tavistock came 2nd and Plymouth came 3rd.
Congratulations to everyone who took part!

Thanks must also go to Jo, Alena and Trevor for fantastic organisation
of the competition in what were challenging circumstances, and also to
the team at Laira who provided us with an excellent buffet.

Elena Brake

102nd South West Branch Dinner

On 13 November the South West Branch held its 102nd annual service
and dinner. With last year’s service being virtual, some of us had not seen
one another since 2019 so it was a brilliant evening. 

The service was held at Sheepstor, a true ringers’ service with a ringing
rector and organist. With all of the congregation being ringers and family,
it was a proud service where we really felt the strength of our community.

Dinner was at the Burrator Inn where the Christmas themed menu and
warm, open fire accompanied our celebration. All in all we enjoyed good
food and good company.

Elena Brake

Branch Practice at Laira
On 27 November we held a branch practice at Laira. We had 11 ringers
join us and we rang mixture of 6 bell and 8 bell methods including plain
hunt, Bob Doubles, Reverse Canterbury, St Simon, St Martin (spliced!). 

As expected for the time of year, it was a very cold church, but
fortunately we had plenty of tea and coffee to keep warm! 

Trevor Vercoe



Training
Mixed ability practice?

Why not try a slow course method?

Brecon Place Doubles
A typical slow course method

How to keep everyone involved, learning and progressing when people
are ringing at quite different levels? Slow course methods could be the
answer. These are a group of methods in which one working bell rings a
simple, repetitive pattern – the slow course bell – whilst the other ringers
ring the method. A bit like Grandsire really, except the slow course bell
rings a pattern other than plain hunt. And just like Grandsire, you only
need three ringers who can ring a method – the others ringing the treble,
tenor and the slow course bell. 

You can choose your method to suit the band. For a new ringer at the
foundation level, slow course bells can ring a simple kaleidoscope exercise
to practise moving off the lead or off the back, with the additional
challenge of ropesight as they will need to ring over and with different
bells. Meanwhile the more experienced members of the band can join in
and ring something that might be new to them. Some slow course
methods are quite challenging!

A simple method like Brecon Place Doubles has long leading with
seconds made over the treble, whilst others have more challenging slow
course work such as Welford Bob Doubles, where alternate long thirds
and long fifths are made by the slow course bell.

To find out more have a look at the Slow Course Toolbox. We’ve graded
the methods from entry level to really tricky. Why not have a go and try
something new?
http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes/slow-
course-methods

From providing a little variety on a practice night to enabling bands to
ring together without anyone sitting out, slow course methods are a fun
way of developing skills and ropesight as a team.

By the way, whilst researching slow course methods we’ve found that
some methods are given different names in Composition Library,
Methodology and iAgrams. We refer to the Composition Library names,
but please be aware of this potential confusion if you’re looking up
diagrams in the tower.

Lesley Belcher, Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) Chair

Silly picture of David Hird

Often a bridesmaid, never a bride

Association of Ringing Teachers
ART Training Scheme

The following day courses for teachers are planned
in the South-West led by ART Tutor, Les Boyce:

Module 1 (Teaching Bellhandling)
Sat 29 Jan - Stoke Climsland

Sat 12 Feb - Bradpole, nr Bridport
Sat 12 Mar – Broadclyst

Bookings can be made by registering at:
https://events.bellringing.org/
Module 1 is for ringers and existing teachers who
wish to learn to teach or improve their teaching.
Being a competent bellhandler yourself is the only
entry requirement.

Courses run 9:15–5:00 and the fee is £20 plus a
local cost for tower and refreshments. 

Guild members can apply for course fees to be
paid from the Education Fund – contact Les Boyce
for details (lesboyce@gmail.com) or for more
information about the course.

http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes/slow-course-methods
http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes/slow-course-methods


Notable Ringing Events
Peals

First Peal
Guild of Devonshire Ringers
Wolborough, Devon, St Mary
Saturday, 9 October 2021 in 2h 58
5024 Cambridge Surprise Major
D F Morrison (No7926)
1 Ian W Avery 5    Martin G Mansley
2 Robert D S Brown 6    Michael H Tompsett
3 William P Carew 7    David Hird
4 Mark Pring 8    Michael E C Mears (C)
For the christening of Alfie Colin Carew (at Kingsteignton on 10 October)
First peal inside: 4

500th Peal
Guild of Devonshire Ringers
Calverleigh, Devon, St Mary the Virgin
Friday, 15 October 2021 in 2h 34
5040 Surprise Minor (7m)
1 extent each London, Wells, York, Durham, Bourne, Beverley, Cambridge
1 Ian L C Campbell 4    John A Foster
2 Graham P Tucker 5    Ian V J Smith
3 P Wendy Campbell 6    David Hird (C)
500th peal: 3

76 Methods in hand
Guild of Devonshire Ringers
North Bovey, Devon, Piglet Cottage
Tuesday, 19 October 2021 in 1h 58
5040 Spliced Treble Dodging Minor (76m)
Wells, London, Kelso, Lincoln S, Combermere, Vale Royal, Crowland, 
St Werburgh, Southwark D, Coldstream, Cunecastre S, Abbeyville,
Canterbury D, Chester, Whitley, Sandiacre S, Glastonbury, Sherborne,
Tewkesbury D, Canterbury, Munden S, Evesham, Tintern D, Alnwick,
Wooler, Northumberland, Carlisle S, Melrose D, Morpeth S, Fountains
D, Newcastle, Wearmouth, Westminster, Lightfoot, Bamborough,
Warkworth, Norwich, Rossendale, Netherseale, Annable’s London,
Stamford S, Old Oxford D, Bacup S, Merton, Neasden, College Bob IV, 
St Albans, Braintree, Humber D, Allendale S, Newdigate, Charlwood D,
Hull, Berwick S, Clarence D, Norfolk, Durham S, Burnaby, Burslem D,
York S, Kirkstall D, Beverley, Surfleet, Ipswich, Bourne, Hexham,
Primrose S, Elston, London Victory, Waltham D, Cambridge S, Marple,
Taxal, Wragby, Willesden, Bedford D)
John S Warboys (TD0702)
1–2 Jill M Wigney 5–6   Peter M C Richards (C)
3–4 Michael J Wigney
Most methods in hand for the Guild.
Most methods: 1-2, 5-6.
Most methods in hand 3-4.

L to R: Peter Richards (who also cooked supper), Jill Wigney, Mike Wigney

Birthday Compliment to a past master
Guild of Devonshire Ringers
Wolborough, Devon, St Mary
Wednesday, 1 December 2021 in 3h 1
5088 Devon Square Delight Major
R D S Brown
1 P Wendy Campbell 5    Robert D S Brown
2 Ian V J Smith 6    Ian L C Campbell
3 Michael H Tompsett 7    David Hird
4 Martin G Mansley 8    Michael E C Mears (C)
Birthday compliment to Janet Ritterman
First peal in the method: x38x14x1256x1236x34x18.34x56.78. le12(d)

Michael Mears – Peal Secretary

Quarter Peals
First Quarter Peals

Bickington, Devon, St Mary the Virgin
Friday, 10 September 2021 in 43m
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Donald J Roberts 4    Martin G Mansley
2 Robert D S Brown 5    Michael E C Mears
3 Michael J Wigney (C) 6    Julie Stansfield
Rung as part of the ride and stride garden Coffee morning to raise funds
for Bickington Church
First quarter peal: 6

Langford Budville, Somerset, St Peter
Thursday, 4 November 2021
1260 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Elaine Trump 4    Sheila Scofield (C)
2 Mark Heritage 5    Tom Mitchell
3 Matthew Weighell 6   Simon Trott
First quarter peal: 1. Rung to aid a speedy recovery to Jenny Jones and
Marion Marsay

First QP on treble
Combe Raleigh, Devon, St Nicholas
Friday, 12 November 2021 in 44m
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Lesley Houghton 4    Anne E Bailey
2 Anne Burn 5    Derek Ballard
3 Lisa Clarke (C) 6    Charles Boyce
First quarter peal on treble: 1

Back row - Derek, Anne, Charles. 
Front row - Lisa, Anne, Lesley



MUSICAL HANDBELL RESTORATION
Specialist repairs by

Geoffrey C. Hill

Free written quotations

New Court Farm, Lamerton,
Tavistock, Devon

PL19 8RR

Telephone 01822 614319 
E-mail: newcourtfarm1@btinternet.com

Rung for Guild Ringing Festival
Feniton, Devon, St Andrew
Wednesday, 27 October 2021 in 42m
1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor
1 Tim Jones 4    Leslie Boyce
2 Sheila Scofield 5    Mark Heritage
3 Tom Mitchell 6    Tim Bayton (C)
First in method: 3
Clyst St George, Devon, St George
Saturday, 30 October 2021 in 41m
1260 Plain Bob Doubles
1 Margot Le Vesconte 4    Neil Deem (C)
2 Matthew Pym 5    Michael Burrow
3 Janet Deem 6    Keith Copestake
First inside: 5
Rung in memory of Neville Wright who passed away earlier this month
Brentor, Devon, St Michael
Sunday, 31 October 2021
1260 Grandsire Doubles
1 Carol Sargent 4    Ian Smith
2 Bill Thirtle 5    Phil Dunn (C)
3 Jane Dunn
For the 70th anniversary of the Dartmoor National Park, and for the GDR
Ringing Festival

Happy Birthday Dartmoor National Park

Most Methods in a Quarter Peal
Plymouth, Devon, St Budeaux
Sunday, 7 November 2021 in 44m
1260 Doubles (1p/5m)
60 Stedman, 240 each Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury, St Martin, St
Simon, Plain Bob
1 Josephine A K Maddick 4    Maurice Calvert
2 Elena L Brake 5    Alena J Wardle
3 Daniel T Calvert (C) 6    Barbara M Hocke
Most methods: 2 and as conductor.

Quarter peal band: front 1-3, back 4-6

Editorial
At last, we seem to be getting back on the road to normal, although the
latest Coronavirus strain, Omicron, seems to be causing worry. The
number of recorded peals, quarter peals and other performances has
increased enormously since last time. Many towers were able to ring half-
muffled for Remembrance Sunday after not being able to ring last year. 

Branch AGMs are happening all over the county, although not many
are reported here. Please do keep me up to date what is happening in
the Guild – and thanks to all those that do keep sending in articles.

Can I urge you to pay your annual subscriptions on-line as soon as
possible? The Guild officers have put in a lot of work to make it as easy
as possible – it should only take a couple of minutes. And if you would
like to remember the bell fund at the same time, an additional donation
would be very welcome.

Finally I would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas, with lots
of ringing, and a happy and busy new year.

Ian Campbell

RINGING ROUND DEVON is the newsletter of The Guild of Devonshire
Ringers and is circulated free to all affiliated towers. Any individual
members who wish to subscribe should contact Ian Campbell (01392
469695). The cost is £10.00 for four issues (cheques made payable to
Guild of Devonshire Ringers). RRD is also available on-line on the
Guild’s website, which holds back-issues.

Any comments and inaccuracies in articles contained in this
newsletter are the responsibility of individual contributors, and the
opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of the Guild.
All photos and text © Guild of Devonshire Ringers or author. No
reproduction without permission of the editor.

Items for inclusion may be sent by post to Ringing Round Devon,
84 Whipton Village Road, Exeter EX4 8AL or by e-mail to
newsletter@devonringers.org.uk


