RINGING ROUND DEVON
GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
Newsletter 84: Christmas-ish 2011
GUILD STRIKING COMPETITION DAY - SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER

Gareth, St Mark’s, receives the Novice plate

Andrew Digby, Exeter, accepts the 8 bell trophy

George Mudge, Tavistock and the 6 bell trophy

The Guild Officers at the ‘short’ EGM

THE STRIKING COMPETITION: From the Guild Secretary’s Viewpoint
Finally after weeks of preparation the day dawned a bit cloudy but dry with the promise of some
autumn sunshine to come. Duly loaded up with all the paraphernalia that is needed to ensure
the day appears seamless to all (if not me!) as well as some much needed sustenance (no time
for a pub lunch) I waited for my lift to Whitchurch. The judge and I travelled down together and
it suddenly became clear that whilst we could both get to Whitchurch village without the aid of a
map or satnav neither of us could quite remember where the church was, except “I’m sure it’s
up there somewhere”. After taking one wrong turning, we made a phone call to one of the near

locals and with a bit of guidance we duly arrived at the church to hear the bells being rung up.
So without further ado we got the judge installed and a table set up for me to do the admin bits
and the competition began. The first team struggled a bit and despite a promising start, a
mistake in their test piece ultimately led them to have to stand without completing. After that the
bands flowed one after the other and all finished without too much difficulty. It was a thoroughly
pleasant morning stood in the very warm sunshine enjoying a chat with friends listening to some
very good ringing.
Meanwhile the Novice Competition was being held at Sampford Spiney where we only had two
teams enter, but Lester, who was marshalling, was very pleased with the standard of both
teams.
It was then time to gather up my belongings, and the judge, and head off to Lifton. Another
chance remark in the car had us very quickly abandoning the journey and heading back into the
tower to lower the bells! So back in the car and with the satnav on this time we headed up to
Lifton. Knowing there isn’t that much parking close to the church we thought we were going to
steal a march on the rest of the ringers by getting there early, only to find others had clearly had
the same idea.
Onto the afternoon’s activities which included that morning’s results, the draw for the 8 bell
competition and a “short” EGM. Well, the EGM was rather longer than we expected having
warned the afternoon’s judges that we wouldn’t start ringing until about 2.30 pm, it actually
turned out to be 3.00pm before the competition began. Luckily the judges hadn’t decided to
pack up and head for home and duly marked our efforts as expected. The ringing was of a very
respectable standard by all but it was a pity not to have every branch represented; let’s hope for
better next year.
Somehow I found myself ringing first, having just taken the minutes of a very technical meeting
and really needing to get started on the afternoon’s admin before people dispersed around the
church. Nevertheless, St Simon’s was the method, despite voting against ringing it on, I think,
three separate occasions! Just the one crunch from me when I decided to lead on getting to the
front, completely forgetting the small matter of a 4 pull dodge first!
There was a moment of panic half way through the afternoon, when I realised I had totally
forgotten to buy the judges a thank you gift. I was duly whisked off to Launceston by the
President to purchase the necessary items; typical to do this the one occasion I didn’t have the
car! With the problem solved, the ringing was soon over and the judges came to give their
comments and results.
My thanks go to the judges for the day: Lynne Hughes for the Novice Competition, John Foster
for the 6 bell and Margaret Chapman (of Pig-le-Tower fame) and Alex Hunt from Somerset for
the 8 Bell. Also I must thank the South West branch for hosting the competition and the ladies
at Lifton for putting on much needed tea and cake.
Janet Coles

Results: shown as position, team, number of faults
Novice Competition (Sampford Spiney)
(Judge: Lynne Hughes)
1st
Exeter St Marks
2nd
Sampford Spiney

10
13.5

6 Bell Competition (Whitchurch)
(Judge: John Foster)
1st
Tavistock
2nd
Exeter St Mark’s (1)
3rd
Exeter St Mark’s (2)
4th
Emmanuel
5th
Plymouth Youths
6th
Stoke Damerel DNF

10.75
11.25
18.5
26.25
44

8 Bell Competition (Lifton)
(Judges: Margaret Chapman & Alex Hunt)
1st
Exeter Branch (Stedman)
22
2nd
South West (Stedman)
28
3rd
South West (Grandsire)
40
4th
North East (Stedman)
53
5th
Exeter Branch (St Simons)
56
6th
Mid Devon (Grandsire)
68

GEOFF & VALERIE HILL’S RUBY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER, 2011

Celebrations started the Tuesday evening before at The Union Inn in Tavistock after tower
bell practice and my thanks to Ken, the landlord for his hospitality and providing some
outstanding sandwiches and nibbles – not to mention his outstanding ale. The following
Saturday was Lamerton’s Annual Handbell Festival and the evening was spent running that
as well as taking part in the event with our handbell team. Then some 30 or so ended up in
The Blacksmiths Arms at Lamerton where Valerie & I repeated the task of cutting a
celebratory cake as we remember doing so forty years before.
From the church bellringing point, my thanks must go to Paul Pascoe for the footnote on
the peal of Surprise Minor rung at Staverton on that day but I think Fergus might have had
something to do with it!!! Tavistock Bells had been booked for a peal on Sunday 6th
November, and a very enjoyable 5040 of Grandsire Caters was scored in just over 3
hours. My thanks to Ian Smith for sourcing an appropriate composition of Brian Mountjoy’s
as well as putting the team together, and doing the conducting. It was rather nice that four of
us had rung in a peal together, 15 years before for our 25th Wedding Anniversary.
To draw our celebrations to a close a well struck peal of Spliced Surprise Minor was rung at
Lamerton on Sunday 4th December and my particular thanks must go to Fergus Stracey for
not only conducting this, but also for taking part in all 3 peals. The evening was rounded off
in Valerie’s usual fine culinary style around our farmhouse kitchen table and we would like to
thank everyone for their cards and best wishes.
Geoff & Valerie Hill

Details of Peals rung for Geoff and Valerie Hill
GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER, 2011
AT St PAUL DE LEON, STAVERTON
5040 SURPRISE MINOR
1. Paul J.Pascoe (c)
2. Susan D Sparling
3. Pauline Champion

4.
5.
6.

Alison C Waterson
Fergus M.S.Stracey
Thomas J. Waterson

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER, 2011
AT St EUSTACHIUS CHURCH, TAVISTOCK
3 HOURS 5 MINS
5040 GRANDSIRE CATERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

COMP: BRIAN V. MOUNTJOY
Andrew Queen
6. Edwin Davis
Geoffrey C Hill
7. Ian V.J.Smith (c)
George E Mudge
8. Philip Dunn
Robert D.S.Brown
9. Michael E.C.Mears
Ian Avery
10. Fergus M.S.Stracey

GUILD OF DEVONSHIRE RINGERS
SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER, 2011
AT ST. PETER’s CHURCH, LAMERTON
2HOURS 52 MINS
5040 SURPRISE MINOR
1. Geoffrey C Hill
2. Lesley Knipe
3. Hilary Beresford

4.
5.
6.

Peter Sharp
Jeffrey Knipe
Fergus M.S.Stracey (c)

COMBINED YOUNG RINGERS IN PLYMOUTH
For their autumn outing on 8th October Devon Young Ringers decided to visit Plymouth and
combine with the ‘Modern Society of Plymouth Youths’ on their own turf. Several young
people are members of both groups anyway! Throw in a few over-30s and some 27 people
were involved on the day.
Ringing was at Laira, Compton Gifford (always simply referred to as ‘Emmanuel’), Stoke
Damerel and St Budeaux. The ringing was of a high standard and there was literally no
shortage of Cambridge Major ringers, though it was also good to see a six year old ringing
on a huge pile of boxes, and a young man who’d only been ringing two months getting to
grip with the flighty Stoke bells. Most people got full marks on the ‘Dawlish Challenge’:
ringing a whole pull of rounds, all moving one to the left and doing the same on each bell in
turn, without failing to stand first time.
Lunch was in the Rising Sun near Emmanuel, which can’t be beaten for cheap prices and
large portions. Here the coloured toy handbells came out for methods and tunes, and Mark
was surprised by a birthday cake full of candles. Well, he is nearly 30.
With the Plymouth Youths involved, things became more bizarre in the afternoon: who could
fit most sweets in their mouth at once? Someone got very near to 50! Then a game of
picking up a box with no hands, the box being made smaller each time. Trousers were split
in the process.
What a fantastic day. Thank you tower captains for having us and Plymouth Youths for
showing us a good time!
Lynne Hughes

Handbells in the Rising Sun

Most of the young ringers at Stoke Damerel

MID DEVON BRANCH TRAIN OUTING – SAT 1ST OCTOBER 2011
Our group met at Newton Abbot and we started our train journey at 7.40am to Weston Super
Mare, where we changed trains to go to our first tower at St Mary’s Church, Yatton. The
ringing chamber was big enough for us all to get in to watch. There were the usual Call
Changes on the 8 bells to get us all warmed up and then Stedman, Grandsire, Kent Little
Bob and Plain Bob Triples. I liked the bells and found them easy to ring.
By now the sun was shining which made it a pleasant walk back to the station for our ride
back to St John the Baptist Church at Weston Super Mare. After a long very hot and
crowded walk through the town we found the church, which luckily didn’t have too many
stairs to climb to reach the tower but did have wooden steps in through a trap door to the
bells, and we even had a black Spaniel dog join us in the tower while we rang! Again we did
Call Changes on the 8 bells, Grandsire, Little Bob, Kent and Bristol.
We had time here to have our lunch, which Wendy, her husband Ian and I enjoyed while
sitting at the little café in the park opposite the church, while we listened to the last people in
the tower ring the bells. I think most of the group walked on the seafront and had ice creams,
which melted very quickly due to the intense heat wave that we were having, and Sharon
bought herself a ‘Kiss Me Quick’ hat!
Our next journey from Weston was to St John the Evangelist at Highbridge. This was almost
a ‘semi-detached’ ground floor tower, with 8 bells and just enough room for the ringers. I
rang with my back to the open door and felt a bit wobbly. The bells were tiny and made a
strange noise… all we could do was to ring rounds, which was a shame after the long walk
from and back to the station in the sweltering heat!
The next stop was St Mary’s at Bridgewater, which has 8 bells. It was another long walk from
the station to the church and when we found a shady bank behind the church we all
collapsed and removed our shoes! There were 8 bells and the Tenor was so heavy it took 2
people to raise it; the 6th also needed the help of another ringer to raise it too. I liked these
bells but found the rope on the 2nd a bit ‘stretchy’ but they had a good sound especially from
outside. The tower had a ‘window’ that looked down into the church, which was very well
done and made the tower lighter. After our ‘ring,’ which included Call Changes, Grandsire,
Bob Triples and Stedman Triples Wendy, Ian, myself and a few others went for a quick
refreshment break in the pub opposite the church before our long, hot walk back to the
station.
From there we went to St Andrew’s Church at Taunton, which housed 6 tiny bells that didn’t
seem to fit with the size of the church! After a climb into a very small ringing chamber some
of the group just couldn’t get on with the length of the ropes and sallies. I found them quite
easy once I had got used to the weight (or lack of it!) and enjoyed ringing there. But the
sound was like Christmas Jingle Bells… I would have liked to have heard them ring from
outside! Again, there wasn’t much we could ring there and rang Call Changes and Bob
Doubles.
Some of the group got Fish and Chips on the way back to the station… Sharon was still
wearing her ‘Kiss Me Quick’ hat and was still waiting patiently! We arrived in Newton Abbot,
tired and sunburnt at about 8pm after a lovely day out. Thank you to all those who arranged
the towers, tickets and everything else which made our Mid Devon Branch Outing a brilliant
day. Oh and a big Thank You to ‘Him upstairs’ for the beautiful sunshine too!
Ann Sawers – St Mary’s, Wolborough

Sharon and her hat…..

Ringing in more conventional attire

AN INTERESTING DAY IN WORCESTER
On 29th October, 21 members of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers made their way to
Worcester, with the main aim of experiencing the Cathedral Teaching Centre, and the
addition of some other ringing to make up a great day out.
We started at St Swithun’s for some six-bell ringing, and then were shown up the tower at
Old St Martin’s. Here the brand new light ten were tantalisingly close to being ringable, but
the tenor was still at ground level! It was interesting to see the light ring in their new frame,
and the old bells retained on the next level up, hung dead for the clock and other chiming;
and to contemplate the proximity of a useful modern installation to a worthwhile conservation
of a traditional ring. Views of the city were taken in from the top of the tower.
After a good pub lunch, it was on to the main attraction of the day at the Cathedral: eight
dumbbells at a lower level to the ringing chamber and real bells. These are much larger than
Saxilby dumbbells, and give a handling experience indistinguishable from the real thing.
Many towers have one computer running a simulator, but here there is a laptop to each ‘bell’,
and headphones so 8 people can practice different methods simultaneously. And we did! We
also rang together with the sound coming over speakers as a ring of 8, and as the front end
of a 12 and even 22. And yet another novelty was that the connection was changed to a
tree-like structure of real bells in one corner of the room, and the sound of the 8 came from
there instead. We were also given tours of the ringing chamber, big bells and tower roof,
mingling with members of the public who were intrigued by all the ringing activity. (To

experience the sounds, click on the GDR website http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/gdr/ and follow
the links to the Worcester Training Centre Photos and Videos).
After refreshment in the Cathedral café, we finished the day with 12-bell ringing at All Saints,
some of the younger ringers getting virtually their first taste of this.
Many thanks to Mark Regan, Alison, the enthusiastic William and several others for making
us so welcome in Worcester. I only wish Devon was a bit nearer and we’d come more often.
Lynne Hughes

Inspecting the new light 10 at Old St Martin’s

Ringing on the simulated ‘bells’ at Worcester Cathedral

The bell ‘tree’

The GDR group in Worcester Cathedral

THE DEVON CHURCH BELL RESTORATION FUND
During 2011 the number of requests for assistance has fallen off somewhat, allowing us to
take something of a breather and start to rebuild our resources. During the summer two
grants were paid following completion of work; £440 to Uffculme for overhauling the bearings
and clappers, and £2,000 to Brentor where the replacement of the sub-frame and general
refurbishment was completed in September, though regrettably not quite in time for the two
weddings booked at the beginning of that month.
At our meeting on November 12th three further grants were agreed; £300 to Cullompton
towards repainting the bell-frame, £400 to Thorverton for rebushing the clappers and
replacing worn pulley sheaves, and £1,800 to Shirwell for replacing rotting sections of the
frame with new galvanised sections, placing additional support beams under the sub-frame
and improving access to the bells. The work at Cullompton should by now be complete,
that at Thorverton will be carried out in January, and the work at Shirwell is planned for
summer/autumn 2012. It is interesting to note that, since any significant work was last
carried out at Thorverton in 1994 upwards of 640 peals have been rung on the bells.
Income for the year has so far amounted to £10,363 including a very welcome £5,000 from
the Devon Association Draw. This means that at present the Fund stands at £21,027,
though, taking off the grants already promised (including the £7,500 awarded to Stoke
Canon for their work which should be completed in March) the uncommitted balance stands
at £11,027.
Ian Smith

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK
Thank you to everyone who took part in and contributed to quarter peal week this year. At
£380, the total raised was considerably lower than last year. (The organisational and
fundraising talents of Cathy Civill, who is no longer a member of the Aylesbeare branch,
were sorely missed!) However, with the addition of gift aid, the amount is increased to £468,
which will be transferred to the Devon Church Bell Restoration Fund.
Disappointingly, the South West branch and the Exeter Colleges Guild did not participate in
quarter peal week this year. Is there someone who could organise a few fundraising quarter
peals next year on behalf of the branch, please? Perhaps this could be considered at your
next branch meeting.
Congratulations to those ringers who achieved special firsts:
•
1st quarter peal: Heather Appleby, Malcolm Bealing, Tim Hawkins, John Robinson
•
1st as cover: Nicola Twibill
•
1st on 10: Erica Martin, Hannah Martin, Fiona Rock-Evans
•
1st Minor: Glen Morgan
Other facts and figures from the week:
•
Number of locations: 35 (including 3 for handbells)
•
Total number of quarter peals scored: 42 (including 5 in hand)
Tim Bayton

AN ACHIEVEMENT WORTH WAITING FOR - TREVOR’S 1ST QUARTER
It is particularly satisfying when one achieves something for the first time. Ringers are very
fortunate; there are so many things that can be rung that there will always be a new first to
be achieved. As a new(ish) ringer and also an old ringer impatient to advance it was
frustrating not to be able to ring a quarter peal. ‘The opportunity will come’, I was frequently
told, but the years are not on my side.

At last, as an act of mercy, our lovely lady captain arranged a Quarter Peal and I was to ring
the treble. Suddenly, confidence drained, ‘can I really do this? Oh please don’t let me make
a fool of myself. If anyone else goes wrong that’s fine, I can live with that, but just don’t let it
be me.’
Too late to back out now, this is the day. ‘Look to, treble’s going, she’s gone’ and we were
off. It settled quickly and for once the ropes were not just a blur, ‘I can do this, just
concentrate’. Confidence began to grow and then, after twenty minutes, disaster as it all
went horribly wrong. ‘Stand’ called the conductor and I foresaw all those who had expressed
doubts about my abilities saying the dreaded, ‘I told you so’.
At that point our lovely lady captain went white; I think she felt worse than I did, much worse,
even though she wasn’t actually ringing. But my fellow ringers are made of pretty stern stuff
and it was quickly decided to go again. Standing right opposite the clock I couldn’t help but
be aware of the passing of time and the next five minutes seem to have been the longest of
my life. Again it settled down, both the ringing and my nerves and when we passed the
twenty minute mark confidence rose. Beware of confidence, it is so often misplaced. Just
seconds from the end, a mis-heard call and it took a loud scream to stop me making the
most dreadful mistake. There then came the most beautiful sound of all, ‘that’s all’ closely
followed by ‘stand’. We had made it; the grin that split my face is still here many days after.
Back home to celebrate, someone had faith, drinks and food were there in plenty for all who
had taken part and it seemed the right moment to cut the birthday cake. A day early perhaps,
but at 72 years and 364 days who cares. I’ve just rung a Quarter Peal!
May I express my grateful thanks to everyone who made it possible ensuring that an old
man had a very happy birthday.
Trevor Hitchcock

th

Quarter Peal Band after ringing at St Michael and All Angels’ Church, Farway on 29 October.
L to R: Sue Tucker, Paddy Priscott, Trevor Hitchcock, Anne Bailey, Jeff Bailey and Kathie Matthews

DERMOT'S FIRST QUARTER
Often on a Friday night, that well-known scribe and septuagenarian Dermot Elworthy can be
found at Tiverton, St Paul's practise night, usually ringing the tenor behind to various
doubles methods. On Thursday, 2nd December, Dermot achieved one of his major goals in
ringing by scoring his first quarter peal, tenor behind to Bob Doubles. Aiding and abetting
Dermot who is unattached (to a particular tower, that is!) were two colleagues from St Paul's,
John Kape and Terry Hargreaves, two members of St Peter's, Glen Morgan and Matthew
Weighell, and David Bromwich from Culmstock. Along with Dermot, we were all delighted
with the result and possibly even more delighted to be plied with congratulatory bevvies
(courtesy Dermot) in the local Weatherspoons. Well done, Dermot. We all had a fun evening
and look forward to the next one.
Glen Morgan

l to r; Dermot Elworthy 6, Terry Hargreaves 2, Matthew Weighell 5 (C), Glen Morgan 3, John Kape 1
and David Bromwich 4.

JANET’S FIRST QUARTER
Janet Ritterman has been ringing for about two and a half years at Wolborough (Newton
Abbot) and has enthusiastically attended most ringing courses that are offered. She often
travels to Exeter on practice nights at Heavitree so when we met with exactly eight ringers
and suggested ringing a quarter peal we were surprised when she said that this would be
her first. The quarter was duly completed with no problems and we would all like to
congratulate her on her performance.
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A DOUBLE FIRST FOR DAISY
Congratulations to Daisy Atkin who has rung her first two quarter peals in the space of a
week. On Saturday 3rd December she rang the treble to Plain Bob Doubles at St Davids,
Exeter. Then on Friday 9th December she rang the trebles in a handbell quarter peal of Plain
Bob Minor at the University of Exeter.

The band at St David's, in order l to r : Richard (Grich), Steph, Lucy, Ian, Rob and Daisy

Daisy first learnt to ring when she came to University in October 2009. Her aunt and uncle
who live in Herefordshire are bellringers, but as Daisy had lived in Holland and Switzerland
for most of her teenage years she did not get the opportunity to have a go herself. She has
been taught tower bell ringing by Tom Hinks and Frank Seabright (her uncle). Her
enthusiasm knows no bounds and this has allowed her to make good progress. She was
then convinced to try Handbells as well and has been ably guided by Matt Hilling and Ian
Campbell. Well done Daisy, keep up the good work!
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Steph Hills

MUSICAL BELLRINGERS
There must be a lot more Devon ringers who are also involved in musical activities, but at a
recent concert given by the Newton Abbot Orchestra in Kingskerswell church there were at
least six ringers present.
Ian Campbell (‘cello) and Geoff Sparling (trombone) were playing in the orchestra. Ian’s wife
Wendy was in the audience as was local Tower Captain Phil Stevens along with Rebekah
“Rusty” Hartley. Ian and Geoff were surprised to be introduced to a fellow member of the
orchestra, violinist Catherine Saunders, who is just learning to ring with Martin Mansley at St
Marychurch, Torquay. Perhaps we’ll have a ringers’ orchestra at the 2012 Ringers’ Carol
Service.
Geoff Sparling

DIAMOND WEDDING PRESENTATION AT CREDITON
As reported in Issue 83, October 2011, long-standing members of the band at Holy Cross
Crediton, Les & Shirley Burridge celebrated their Diamond Wedding in August this year. Les,
aged 86, was taught to ring by his father in the mid 1930’s. Members of Les’s family have
rung at Crediton for about 150 years, and the old eight, removed from the tower in 2004,
would have been rung on occasion by a complete team of family members. Shirley first
learnt to ring in the mid 1980’s.

Les & Shirley are presented with their certificate by Rev Nigel Guthrie

The two quarter peals of Grandsire Triples rung to celebrate the big day were
commemorated in a framed certificate presented to Les and Shirley at the November tower
AGM. The certificate combined pictures of the church and of Les & Shirley, and details in
hand written calligraphy, and an exquisite hand painted border incorporating several Devon
and ringing motifs. At the foot of the certificate, Les & Shirley’s initials were entwined with the
British and Canadian flags, Shirley having come over from Canada to marry Les after their
war-time meeting in Canada. The whole certificate was produced by Vicki Hammond who
also contributed to the ringers’ permanent display in the north aisle of Crediton church. The
certificate was presented by the Rector, Nigel Guthrie.
Geoff Sparling

NE BRANCH STRIKING COMPETITION
The Fred Edwards Shield is an invitation competition open to all towers affiliated to the North
East Branch of the Guild. Bands may ring Queens Changes or any method touch of Triples
lasting between 10 and 15 minutes. This year the competition was held at Uffculme on
November 19th. The results were as follows:
1st. Silverton (50 faults)
2nd. Tiverton St Peter (53 faults)
3rd. Cullompton (58 faults)
4th. Uffculme (63 faults)
The judges were Mike and Jill Hansford of the Taunton Branch, Bath & Wells Association. All
the teams rang Queens Changes on 8.
Les Boyce
Jt Ringing Master
North East Branch

MID-DEVON BRANCH AGM 2011
This year’s AGM was held at Kingskerswell on 26th November. The Kingskerswell ringers
had produced a splendid tea and we were very pleased to welcome Lester Yeo and Janet
Coles to the meeting.
Four new members were elected and the Edden Clapper trophy was awarded to the
Teignmouth towers this year. This trophy is awarded to the Branch tower judged to have
made good progress in change ringing during the year, so many congratulations to
Teignmouth!
Fiona Rock-Evans was elected as Branch Treasurer to replace Lynette Costello and the
members recorded their thanks to Lynette for her work as Treasurer. Fiona’s address and
contact details are:
Fiona Rock-Evans, Westbrook Farm, Holcombe, Dawlish EX7 0LJ
<fionarockevans@hotmail.co.uk>
The other Branch officers remain unchanged.
The members agreed a varied programme of events for 2012 so we look forward to ringing
together at our practices and on outings and at training events in the New Year.
John Martin

EXETER BRANCH OFFICERS
Further to the Exeter Branch AGM, held on November 19th, the following officers for 2012
were elected:
Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master:
Deputy Ringing Master:
GDR Committee Rep:
PRO:
Education Adviser:
Bells Adviser:

Wendy Gill - wendy.gill@blueyonder.co.uk
Wendy Campbell - wendy.campbell@lineone.net
Lesley Tucker - lesley.tucker@hotmail.com
Ian Campbell - I.L.C.Campbell@exeter.ac.uk
Michael Cannon - mjccannon@yahoo.co.uk
Matt Hilling - M.J.Hilling@exeter.ac.uk
Amy Gill - amyturtle.gill@hotmail.com
Jenny Young - jen_younguk@yahoo.co.uk
Geoff Sparling - geoffreysparling@btinternet.com

CHANGE RINGING FOR THE FUTURE: A REPORT FROM WELLESBOURNE
‘Change Ringing for the Future: a conference to consider how the Exercise may be shaped
in the 21st century’ was a unique event, and represents a significant moment in the story of
ringing. Held in Wellesbourne in the midlands on Saturday 12th November, it was well
advertised and open to all ringers. Nearly 100 delegates attended from all over Britain, and a
couple from overseas. Many were Central Council representatives for their Guild or
Association, but many others weren’t. Les Boyce and Lynne Hughes were there
representing the Guild of Devonshire Ringers.
The day started with keynote speeches, and then people divided into groups to attend four of
the seminars. Les and Lynne covered six of the seminars between then, the seventh being a
youth forum for under 24 year olds only!
So much was said that only a flavour can be given here, with some key points from each
seminar, but the overall mood of the day was very upbeat. Ringing may be in danger of
declining, but with new approaches for the 21st century it will do very well indeed. We just
need to be open to new ideas at grass roots level. Photos courtesy of Claire Bell of the
Ringing Foundation.

Keynote address
• Most ringers are over 50.
• Older ringers are important to us, but focus for the future is the young.
• Local delivery of new ideas is essential.
• YHA, Scouts etc have had to change for the 21st century, so can we.
• Poor branding: who outside ringing has heard of 1000 pealers?
• Need to project positive image not monks on ropes.

Seminar A: Who do we want to attract to ringing, and how?
Andy Reeve, the seminar leader, brought a marketing focus to the discussion.
Who:
• Recruits of any age welcome, but the focus has to be more on the young, the leaders
of the future
• Families are a particularly good source of recruits – children often bring in the
parents
• 30 – and 40-year olds are noticeably missing from most bands
• Catching up at points in their life when they move on e.g. children moving to “big
school”, teenagers going to university, adults whose children are gaining
independence
How:
• All the usual methods – church magazine, leaflet drops, tower open days, newspaper
articles
• Work in schools can be successful – “sponsor” in the school needed plus use of
simulators
• On-line presence and CCTV link from upstairs ringing rooms down to the church
• Being visible in the community – events with mini-rings/simulators in shopping
centres and at local shows
• Starting young ringer groups so that youngsters get peer support
• Foster a positive national image for ringing and one that is frankly more secular
• Be clear about the deal offered to recruits at the outset
• Get the teaching right so that recruits stay and grow in commitment
Seminar B: How do we retain Young Ringers?
• Don’t insist on attendance at all practices and Sundays.
• 10 -13 yr olds still children, they like games, badges, having their photo taken. May
need earlier practices, or Saturday mornings and school holidays.
• 14 - 17 Peer pressure at its greatest. Still want fun but also mental challenges of
ringing and more responsibility.
• Set goals with the learner.
• Use Sherbourne badges, certificates, gifts of book for 1st quarter etc.
• Keep variety in practices, social and fun.
• Beware of too much pressure...or not enough new challenges.
• Form young ringers’ groups and go to different places.
• Keep them occupied, valued, respected, given responsibilities.
• Get them ringing for weddings.

Seminar C: How does local leadership make a difference?
“If the status quo were working, we wouldn’t be here today. Managers maintain a status quo;
leaders change it” - Mark Regan.
• Re-branding ourselves as skilled performers. Imagine performing at a concert hall
like an orchestra - we do to similar crowds whenever we ring!
• Let your community know and see what you are doing. Invite key people into the
tower to watch. Get out and take part in local events. Publicise special ringing.
• The issue is not recruitment, but good teaching. The ITT scheme should help.
• There’s not enough ringing teachers in Worcester for all the schools queuing up to
have pupils taught to ring!
• Do away with some hierarchies - empower other band members to teach, especially
those who’ve recently learnt.
• The old Guild structures can be inhibiting. If you have a good idea, just do it.
• Sound management, not control sounds more positive.
• Its attitude, not age, that matters - don’t be boring!
Seminar D: What can we learn from the church and other youth organisations?
A County Commissioner of Girl guiding and a choral conductor of Church choirs told us how
their organisations have changed in recent years to remain up to date and relevant. Ideas
we might apply to ringing.
• Guides join for fun, adventure, friendship, and later on leadership and travel.
• Units are self-funding with subs at £2 a week.
• Printed materials are attractive to young people and easy for leaders to use.
• Leaders get good quality, flexible training, and long service awards.
• Guides increased membership through professional & consistent branding, press
releases, young spokespeople, a strapline “girls in the lead”, and by being seen out
in the community, showing its fun.
• Guides have a recognisable logo and high public profile. We can too!
• Choral conductors have a professional body which has changed from ‘representative’
to ‘service providing’, now seen as value for money. Change the Central Council in
this way?!
• High profile media activity has made choirs ‘cool’. How about a TV programme
following a whole youth band training from scratch?
• Churches have become more involved in local communities. Ringing could be seen
in this way, helping the local church connect with community.
• Marketing for music - it has been proved to lead to better success at school. Ringing
has similar attributes and if marketed this way parents will be keen for their children
to ring!
Seminar E: What opportunities do new technology offer us?
• Simulators - extended solo listening practice to learn quickly.
• Dumbbells - better to teach on if tower has heavy bells.
• Good sound control - for 24/7 society, no limit on practice time.
• Listening CDs and software - improve striking.
• Video cameras - improved handling.
• Abel - feedback on your striking.
• Hawkear - may be available to review live ringing other than the 12-bell.
• Pullometer - not yet developed but could be.
• Tower websites - link to town/village websites so the public see it.
• Email, Facebook, Twitter - old Guild boundaries become irrelevant.
• Only £100 for simulator on one of your bells.
• Mobile belfries - County shows, markets, school for yr 6 after SATs.
• Live feed of bells turning and ringers ringing - to a screen outside church.

•

People queue up to pay for music lessons for their children…ringing could be like
this!

Seminar F: How can we organise ourselves for a sustainable future?
Current situation not sustainable. Many areas are suffering from a lack of expertise, poor
teaching, and lack of commitment to high standards of performance.
Other activities and organisations have:
• National web portal
• National structure for progression
• Network of accredited teachers
• National youth strategy
• A culture which is not “something for nothing” – people pay for quality activities
Ringing therefore needs:
• National branding and greater visibility (inevitably more secular)
• National strategies for Publicity, Recruitment, Training and Youth Work
• Revised national and area organisational structures
• Support for local towers in terms of resources for the above activities
• A culture of expecting to pay more to get better quality ringing experiences (compare
Scouts and Guides where members pay on average £10 per month for a range of
activities)

Youth Panel Feedback
• Respect and responsibility.
• A ringing logo for national recognition.
• A permanent youth panel who youths can contact.
• A youth forum on line.
• Ringing is: Sport/music/maths/fun…let’s get this message out.
Les Boyce & Lynne Hughes

NORTH EAST BRANCH AGM
More formal elements of the Branch AGM on Saturday, 1 October were preceded by some
excellent general ringing of the lovely eight at St Peter's, Tiverton and followed by the
Ringers' Service held in the Lady Chapel. After conclusion of the business section of the
meeting, an excellent Ringers' Tea was served in the Baptist Church Rooms. There
followed the Open Forum in which everyone present was encouraged to contribute to the
various points of discussion which arose. This is an excellent element within these meetings
and which nearly always generates some lively discussion.
This year, the business section included more changes of officers than usually is the case.
Les Boyce, after five years at the helm, stood down from the Chairmanship of the Branch this is the maximum consecutive term that may be served by one person. His tenure of the
office has been a popular and successful one but similarly good things are sure to come with
the new incumbent (who was elected on merit, not nepotism, as the two Boyces are not
related!), so we look forward to a period of consolidation spiced with some innovation as
Charlotte Boyce takes up the reins.
Although the reasons for Michael Hatchett's resignation from the post of Education Officer
were widely understood, it was with sadness that this change was accepted for none has
done more than Mike to so enthusiastically or effectively further the interests and ringing
standards of the Branch membership. His personal development of the Troyte Ringing
Centre has made the North East Branch the envy of many ringing bodies. He is owed much,
not least by the writer who took his first faltering steps at Bampton but not all will thank Mike
for that particular contribution to The Exercise!
The newly elected Education Officer is Matthew Webb from Cullompton; he is sure to bring
his own perspective to things - indeed, the infusion of the younger blood of Charlotte and
Matt into the committee will bring additional vitality. John Kape withdrew from continued
involvement with Ringing Master-ship; Sheila Scofield and Richard Johnston were re-elected
to and joined by Les Boyce in the posts of Joint Ringing Masters. All other committee
members were re-elected unopposed.
Dermot Elworthy.

Outgoing Chairman Les Boyce tidies the desk for the new boss, Charlotte Boyce

NE BRANCH AT THE GUILD STRIKING COMPETITION
The 2011 Guild Eight-Bell Striking Competition was held at Lifton on Saturday, 15 October.
The band representing the NE Branch practised beforehand on the slightly lighter ring
of eight at Holsworthy and then moved on to St Mary's, Lifton (21cwt) to come fourth in the
competition for which six teams had been entered. The 2010 test piece was Double Oxford;
this year's intrepid band rang the delightful Stedman Triples. Members are pictured below.

L to R: Richard Johnston 5 &Conductor, Les Boyce 2, Terry Hargreaves 8, Sheila Scofield
3, Matthew Weighell 7, Mike Hatchett 1, Charlotte Boyce 6 and Richard Shere 4.

As an unconnected aside, the famous "Holsworthy Bells" by S S Wesley was written in the
churchyard of Holsworthy's SS Peter and Paul. It was first played by Wesley, at that time
organist at Exeter Cathedral, on the church's Renatus Harris organ (1645). Harris was a
bitter rival of contemporary organ builder "Father" Bernard Smith whose successor was
responsible for the instrument in St Peter's, Tiverton. Small world . . .
Dermot Elworthy
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A QUART INTO A PINT POT: a typical week+ in the life of Ian Campbell
Friday 11th November
Put on muffles at Heavitree
Saturday 12th November
Meeting of Devon Church Bells Restoration Fund to discuss distribution of funds for the next
six months – in North Tawton
Sunday 13th November (Remembrance Sunday)
0830 Ringing half muffled at St Mark’s, Exeter
0945 Ringing half muffled at Heavitree
1200 Help fit muffles at Cathedral
1230 Half muffled quarter peal at the Cathedral
1645 Quarter peal attempt at Heavitree – bells swapped in the last part!
Then removed muffles at Heavitree
Worked out about 400 steps during the day excluding going up to the bells – but at least half
of those were down!
Monday 14th November
0930 Hospital to have a tooth taken out
1830 Talk (with sore mouth!) to meeting of Cathedral sidesmen meeting re bells
Took along Lillie (model bell) to demonstrate full circle ringing
2015 Just made it to the end of the Cathedral practice
Tuesday 15th November
0930 Simulator training session at Heavitree
1230 Teaching handbell ringing to Stoke Canon infants’ school
Have to miss Pinhoe practice due to…
1930 Talk on bells and ringing to Ottery St Mary heritage society – Lillie came along again
(see photo)

Lillie keeps an eye on an attempt at plain hunt by members of the
audience at Ottery St Mary

Wednesday 16th November
1000 Meet with three other Cathedral members to drive into Exeter for …
1030 Quarter peal (still half muffled) at Cathedral for Marine’s service at 1200
1215 Caught by ITV and BBC reporters to record an interview outside the Cathedral
1300 Late for handbell session at the University
1930 Avoid St Mark’s practice by playing in Newton Abbott Orchestra at Seale Hayne
Thursday 17th November
A quiet day as normal handbell session at Crediton has been cancelled
1900 Simulator/teaching session at Heavitree before…
1930 Heavitree practice
Friday 18th November
1100 Meeting at Cathedral regarding possible rehang of Peter bell in North tower. More
steps!
1930 St Mark’s dinner at the White Horse in Woodbury Salterton
Saturday 19th November
1000 Pick up University students from town to take to…
1015 Exeter branch training session
1230 Lunch at home and handbell session – Plain Bob Minor interspersed with Silent Night
and Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer!
1430 Exeter branch meeting and AGM at St Marks – more handbells during the service and
carols again afterwards
1730 Cathedral Saturday practice – including climbing up to the bells several times to turn
clappers and entertain visitors
Sunday 20th November
0830 Service ringing at St Mark’s
Had to climb up to bells to retrieve tenor clapper which broke during the last touch
0945 Service ringing at Heavitree
1330 Service ringing at Cathedral
1515 Back to St Mark’s with tools to retrieve clapper staple so that it can all be sent for
repair
1745 Quarter peal at St Mark’s cancelled as no clapper in tenor
So now I can look forward to a little peace next week …. But what is this I see – special ringing at
the Cathedral on Monday lunchtime for the feast of the dedication – and I have to be there early
to check out the 9th clapper, Stoke Canon school on Tuesday. Here we go again! Who was it who
wondered what I would do when I retired? At least it keeps me fit!
Ian Campbell



MARINES MARCH TO THE SOUND OF EXETER CATHEDRAL BELLS
For the last couple of years the Exeter Cathedral ringers have been asked to ring for a
special service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving following a parade through the town of
servicemen returning from Afghanistan. This year it was at 12 noon on Wednesday 16th
November and was preceded by a half-muffled quarter peal on the bells, using the new
muffles acquired a year or two ago. The event was well covered by the press and television,
who were apparently interested in the bells, and I was asked to give a short interview for
both the BBC and ITV local television. They both asked similar questions - "when/how do
you ring half-muffled?" and "does it make the bells harder to ring". It is not thought that either
of the interviews actually made it onto the programmes!
Ian Campbell
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Paul Pascoe (C)
Jonathan Potter
Clare Griffiths
John Hill
Richard Johnston
Roger King
Ian Campbell
Stephen Taylor
James Kirkcaldy
Ian Smith
David Hird
Matthew Hilling

Rung half-muffled prior to the

thanksgiving service for the Royal Marines

EXETER BRANCH BONFIRE PARTY
On Saturday the 5th of November there was the annual bonfire party at the home of Graham
and Lesley Tucker.
The weather for the evening was perfect, dry and clear with no wind. The evening started
with some food, drink and a chat. Then some of us went outside to light the bonfire. Soon
the bonfire was blazing and we all congregated outside for the fireworks. Sparklers were
given out and we all had fun making all sorts of patterns with them.

Soon afterwards the firework display began and we all watched it. Once the fireworks had
ended some people went inside for more food and drink, whilst others stayed outside and
played catch with the glow sticks. It was amusing when two of the glow sticks were a little
under shot and landed in the bonfire and melted!
Soon people started to disappear and the lovely evening drew to a close. I am sure that
everyone that went would like to thank Graham and Lesley and all the helpers for such an
enjoyable evening.
Amy Gill

TAVISTOCK OUTING
It was 8th October, a little later than usual, when a coachload of merry ringers, friends and
one miniature schnauzer set off for south Cornwall on the Tavistock Ringing Outing. Leaving
sharp at 8.30, we stopped first at Liskeard, where we were joined by local ringer Andy (who
joins us frequently on practice night) and rang on the eight bells of St Martin (13-1-18 in Eb)
for about forty minutes.
Having thus gathered a very welcome extra ringer, we journeyed on to Lansallos to ring on
the eight of St Ildierna (12-1-22 in F#). Here, we entertained two ramblers who were enjoying
their lunch on a nearby seat and asked particularly for their compliments and thanks to be
presented to the ringers. (Always nice to know we please our hearers, since they have no
choice in the matter!)
From here our trip took a slightly more unusual turn as our coach took us to the village
where we walked down to the tiny quay and embarked aboard a small ferry and went by sea
(well, estuary anyway) to our next destination, the village of Fowey. Most of us ate our
packed lunches here, fighting off the seagulls, before enjoying the finest peal of bells of the
day at the church of St Fimbarrus (17-1-0 in E). [Cornwall really do have some unusual
saints, don’t they?]
For those who didn’t manage to cram aboard the little shuttle bus, it was a stiff climb to the
car park where our coach awaited us and we sank gratefully into our seats for the drive to St
Austell, to ring at the more familiarly named church of Holy Trinity (18-2-5) and finally to
Roche (St Gonand of the Rock 12-0-13) which were probably the most challenging ring of
the day.
The day ended with a very good carvery meal at the Victoria Inn, and we returned to
Tavistock at 9pm.
Donna Baker

AYLESBEARE BRANCH OFFICERS
The Aylesbeare Branch held their AGM in Sowton village hall on December 3rd. Guild
officers Lester Yeo and Janet Coles attended, and made valuable contributions to the
discussions. The following officers were elected for 2012:
Chairman:
Roger King - rogerking60@aol.com
Secretary & Ringing Master: John Foster - johnfoster54@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Margaret Elms
Bell Advisor/Inspector:
John Langabeer
GDR Committee Rep:
Sue Sturdy

SAYING GOODBYE TO COLIN DAVEY

They were ranks deep along the West wall. They were seated on the floor along the
Communion Rail. They were in the Lady Chapel and by the Altar. There was not a seat to be
had anywhere - even the organist was fearful of losing half his bench! - and floor space was
in demand as the congregation of family and friends swelled beyond 450. Thus was St
Andrew's packed for the Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Colin Davey, held on
Thursday, 13 October at Halberton. The sudden death of the 68-year old Colin, Tower
Captain at Halberton for a number of years, was totally unexpected and came as a terrible
shock to those who knew him. The ringing chamber at St Andrew's after Colin's quiet
guidance and authority will not be the same for those privileged to have rung with him.
It is a testament supremely eloquent that so many should turn out to remember this
charming man held in such esteem and affection by his friends and peers.
As a further tribute and coinciding with the Service of Thanksgiving in Halberton, a peal
composed by Robert D S Brown was rung in celebration of Colin's life at All Saints church,
Huntsham, as recorded below:
Dermot Elworthy

The Guild of Devonshire Ringers
All Saints, Huntsham Devon (8-0-27 )
Thursday 13th October 2011 in 2 hours 57mins
5088 Cambridge Surprise Major
Treble
2
3
4
5
6
7
Tenor

Leslie A Knipe
Sheila C Matthews
Richard W Ellis
Graham W Elmes
Michael Hatchett
Jeffrey Knipe
Robert D S Brown
Timothy F Collins (Conductor)

Rung in memory of Colin Davey, tower captain at Halberton,
who died recently in a farming accident.

GUILD EDUCATION PROGRAMME
25th February
10th March
29th April
12th May
8th September

Kaleidoscope Ringing
Starting to Conduct
(numbers limited)
Handbells for All
Stedman Doubles Training
(numbers limited)
Listening Skills drop-in with simulator

Dawlish & Exminster
Towers to be arranged
Denmisch in Okehampton
Ide & Clyst St George
St Mark’s Exeter

Youth Programme
24th March
14th July
13th October

Young Ringers’ Spring Outing
Young Ringers’ BBQ
Young Ringers’ Autumn Outing

Belstone, Dartmoor walk & Denmisch
Pinhoe
To be decided

To book a place on either of the above programmes contact Lynne Hughes at
lynnephughes@hotmail.com

First Steps in Surprise Major - a course in 5 modules
If you have seen peals and quarter peals in exotic Surprise Major methods and thought that
you would like to be able ring them - but they are just out of reach - this is for you - learn
basic surprise methods in bite size pieces and get onto that Surprise Major Ladder 5 modules with supported learning. Contact Martin Mansley for more information.
martin@mansley5040.freeserve.co.uk

Integrated Teacher Training Scheme (ITTS)
Starting in the second half of 2012, this initiative promoted by The Ringing Foundation aims
to train new bellringing instructors and give them up-to-date teaching skills, with two
modules: Teaching Bell Handling, and Teaching Elementary Change Ringing. There is a one
day course for each module, mentor support for new teachers, teacher training log-book, online learning using the internet and accreditation at the end of module two for both teachers
and mentors. Entry level for Module Two is an ability to ring Plain Bob Minor to quarter peal
standard. Those interested in joining the scheme, either as new teachers or as mentors, are
invited to contact Les Boyce email: lesboyce@gmail.com .
Further information about ITTS can be found on The Ringing Foundation website:
http://ringingfoundation.com .

THANKS
My thanks to all the contributors who created and sent in their articles so assiduously during
the year – without your contributions there would be no RRD. Thanks too, to John Foster for
the layout, SpeedPrint for printing, and to Ian Campbell for putting each edition of RRD on
the Guild webpage. And to you our readers for taking time to read what is written!
A very Happy Christmas and a healthy, peaceful 2012 to you all!!
Roger King

RINGING FOR THE OLYMPICS: ALL THE BELLS
Plymouth Youths help with launch

Benjamin, Hellen, Sam, Charlotte, Jo, Phill, Harry, Josh, Matt, Robyn, Joe

On 4th November, the wonderful Plymouth Youths helped us to launch All the Bells, a grand
British celebration of the 2012 Olympics, and a wake-up call to the nation. We had great fun at
Emmanuel Plymouth. You can see the press launch on http://youtu.be/L2NbWGCPT-U and learn
much more about the project on our website at www.allthebells.com.
Friday 27 July 2012 will be no ordinary morning: at 8.00am, just as the Torch sets off from
Hampton Court and sails up the River Thames towards the Olympic Stadium, people all across
the UK will ring bells to perform Martin Creed’s Work No. 1197: All the bells in a country rung as
quickly and as loudly as possible for three minutes, a piece specially commissioned as part of the
London 2012 Festival – the culmination of the four-year Cultural Olympiad.
Hand bells, door bells, bicycle bells, church bells, town hall bells, sleigh bells, cow bells, school
bells, last orders bells, dinner bells… where there is a bell, we need someone to ring it! Open to
everyone, this is potentially the UK’s largest cultural mass participation!
Change ringing holds a special place in the UK’s musical heritage and we want your involvement
as the flagship communities to ring out on this special morning. You will ring for longer than 3
minutes, and at a set volume - and obviously the bells have to be rung in an individual, practical
and safe way! Thus UK towers are actively encouraged to choose their own ringing pieces that
reflect their locality, or an Olympic theme! For example, at our press launch, Christchurch
Spitalfields rang out Stratford Surprise major. Or perhaps a coordinated firing of all your bells is
your choice?
The involvement of communities is integral to the inclusivity of the ATB project. We’re happy to
say we’ve got sign ups across the UK so far. Please visit our website www.allthebells.com for
more information, to register and to tell us about your piece. Thank you.
Francis Watson
Creative Project Manager
Email: francis@sgaproductions.com

DEVON BELLRINGERS CAROL SERVICE 10th December 2011
This year’s Carol Service was held in Cullompton parish church, where traditional carols and
choral pieces were presented by the ringers’ choir under the direction of Ian Avery – the
Gareth Malone of the ringing community - accompanied by Wyn Turner, and orchestral
players, complemented by handbell ringers from Ockmont Valley, Lamerton and Exeter
Cathedral. The Rev Brian Ardhill led the service.
Afterwards, the hosts provided an amazing spread of tea and cakes in the yet-to-beofficially-opened Community Centre in the grounds of the church, giving a welcome
opportunity for attendees to refresh and chat with friends from across the County. The
collection taken during the carol service was added to the profit on teas, enabling donations
of £216 to be made to Childrens Hospice Southwest, and also to the Cullompton Community
Centre.

Exeter Cathedral
handbell ringers

Ockmont Valley ringers

Lamerton ringers

RINGING ROUND DEVON is the newsletter of The Guild of Devonshire Ringers and is circulated free
to all affiliated towers. Any individual members who wish to subscribe should contact Roger King.
The cost is £6.00 for four issues (cheques made payable to Guild of Devonshire Ringers). RRD is
also available on line on the Guild’s website, which holds back-issues.
Any comments and inaccuracies in articles contained in this newsletter are the responsibility of
individual contributors, and the opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of the Guild.
Items for inclusion may be sent by post to Ringing Round Devon, 215, Exeter Road, Exmouth EX8
3DZ or by e-mail to rogerking60@aol.com

